Safe Routesto School National Partner ship Consensus Statement

Webdieveit istimefor achange.

TheProblem

Inthelast 30 years we have seen aloss of mobility among our nation’ s children that has
severdly impacted their persona hedlth and their ability to exploretheir neighborhoods,
even by walkingor biking to school.

Congder thesefacts:

o Withinthe span of asingle generation, the number of children walkingand
bicyclingto school has dramatically declined. In 1969, 50%0f children walked or
biked to school, and 87% of children livingwithin one mile of school did. Today,
fewer than 15% of school childrenwalk or bike to school. (CDC)

o Thereare more than threetimes as many overweight children today as therewere
25 yearsago. (CDC, NHANESII)

e Asmuch as 20 to 30% of morning rush hour traffic can be parents driving children
to schools. (Datafromlocal communities)

Theseproblemsareall related to the fact that many communitieslack basic
infragtructure—sidewaks, bikelanes, trails, pathways, and crossvalks—and are no longer
designedto encourageor alow children to walk and bicycle safely. Concernsabout
traffic, crime, and other obstacles keep children strappedin the back seat of cars, which
further adds to thetraffic ontheroad and pollutionin the air.

TheSolution

Communitiesaround the country are organizing Safe Routes to School programs, which
have a common goa to makeit safe, convenient, and fun for childrento wak and bicycle
to and fromschool like their parents did. While each program is unique, the programs
have common objectivesto:

Encouragestudents, families, and school staff to be physicadly active by walking
and bicycling moreoften.

o Makestreets, sdewalks, pathways, trails, and crosswakssafe, convenient, and
atractive for walking and bicycling to schooal.

o Enaurethat streets around school's have an adequate number of safe placesto cross
and that there is safeand convenient accessinto the school building from adjacent
sidewalks.
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Keep driving speeds dow near schools, on school routes, and a school crossings.
Enforceall trafficlaws near schools, on school routes, and in other areas of high
pedestrian and bicycleactivity.

L ocate schools within walking and bicycling distance of as many studentsas
possible, not alongbusy streets on the edges of neighborhoods.

Reduce theamount of traffic around schools.

Usetrails, pathways, and non-motorized corridors as travel routesto schools.
Provide secure bicycle parking a schoals.

Teachtraffic safety skillsroutinely in school.

Every community is unique, so every Safe Routesto School program must respond
differently. Successful programsincludesome combinationor al of thefollowing
approachesto improve conditionsfor safewaking and bicycling:

Encouragement — Using events and activities to promotewalking and bicycling.
Education — Teaching children about the broad range of transportation choices,
ingtructing themin important lifelong safety skills, and launching driver safety
campaigns.

Engineering- Creating operational and physical improvementsto the
infrastructure surrounding schools, reducing speeds, and establishing safer
crosswalksand pathways.

Enfor cement — Partneringwithloca law enforcement to ensure drivers obey
traffic laws, and initiating community enforcement such as crossing guard
programs.

Evaluation — Monitoring and researching outcomesand trends through the
collection of data

ThePartnership
The Safe Routes to School Nationa Partnership is comprised of multiple

Parents

Students

Educators

Governmentofficials

Businessleaders

Community groups

Advocates for bicycling and walking

Law enforcement officers

Transportation, urban planning, engineering, and health professionds
Hedlth, conservation, and safety advocates

The Safe Routes to School Nationa Partnership works to support the development and
implementationof programsby:

Settinggoals for successful implementation.

Sharinginformationwith all interested parties.

Working to secure funding resources for Safe Routes to School s programs.
Providing policy input to implementingagencies.

Providingtrainingand resource materialsto assist communitiesin startinga Safe
Routesto School program.
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« lllugtratingthe cost effectivenessof Safe Routesto School programs.
« Providingaunified voicefor Safe Routes to School.

Through forming the Safe Routes to School Nationa Partnership, we call on you tojoin us
in giving children back the sense of freedomand responsibilitythat comesfromwalking
or bicyclingto and fromschool. Together, we can again providechildrenwith the
opportunity to know their neighborhoods, enjoy freshair and arriveat school aert,
refreshed and ready to start theday. As partnersin the Safe Routes to Schools Nationa
Partnership, we are transforming children’s livesand their communities.

Please Join Ud



