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Memorandum
To: Chapel Hill Town Council
From: Coker HillsWest Neighborhood Association (CHWNA)
Subj: Pedestrian and safety issuesfor Coker HillsWest
Date: June 12,2006

Background. The Coker Hills West Neighborhood isa quiet areaadjacent to Lake
Forest, composed of 92 householdslocated on Rock Creek and Kensington Drive and
adjoining streets. None of these streets have sidewalks, as the neighborhood was built
before sidewakswererequired, and the streetsare wider than current residential
standards. Bushesand trees havegrown up over the years in the easement area, thus
requiring pedestriansto walk inthe street. Speeding has been an issuefor years. Over
the years, acyclist washit by acar, and we have had several near misses.

Neighborhood residents have long enjoyed the proximity to EstesHill Elementary and
Phillips Junior High School. Many families moved to thisarea so their children could walk
to school, and school children and parentsuse several routesto wak or biketo these
schools. One route the kidstaketo school isto bike or wak on the sidewalk along South

L akeshore, across Rock Creek and Kensington Driveto Curtis Road, and then up the hill to
the path which leads to Estes Hills Elementary School.

Two more routestaken by school childrenin ow area are pathsthat are along Town
easements which were established when the neighborhood wasfirst built. Since they were
created, the Town stopped maintaining the paths, and the neighborhood has taken on that
responsibility. Last year, the neighborhood provided the labor and the Town supplied the
materialsto construct a new set of stepsto the entrance of the lower path last year which
leadsto EstesHillsElementary.

Thesetwo paths both begin on Kensington Drive. One path is|located near the foot of
the hill on Kensington Driveand goes directly to EstesHill School; the other path at the
top of the hill beginson Kensingtonand leadsfirst to Phillipsand then to EstesHills.
Some parentsbring their childrento Kensington Driveand drop their children off at the
foot of the lower path; ftom therethey walk to Estes Hills School. School children
walking ftom nearby neighborhoodsand ftom within Coker Hills West neighborhood use
the paths as well.

Theproblem. Speedingby young drivers, service trucks, commercia vehicles, and
residentsthemselvesremainsa problem and arisk to pedestrianswalking on
neighborhood streets, particularly children. Our Neighborhood Board identified
pedestrian safety as a paramount concern to neighborsand to our Association Board.
Consequently, our Board agreed to take forward several traffic calming ideasto the
general neighborhood membership meeting in April, including speed humps, and



designated cyclinglanes. Our recommendationsto you grow & omthe input received at
that meeting.

CHWNA Neighborhood Recommendation: We requestthe Townto install the following:

* Four crosswalksat theinter section of Kensington, South Lake Shoreand
CurtisRoads
Crosswalks across South Lake shoread Kensingtonwill increasesafety for
walkersusing the sidewalk. CrosswalksacrossNorth Lake shoreand
CurtisRoadswill increasesafety for walkerscrossing at the stop sign ad
at the bus stop.

* Crosswalk at the intersection of North Lakeshoreand Rock Creek Road
Crosswalk at thislocation will increasesafety for walkers crossing Rock
Creek Road between sidewalks.

« Warning sign on North LakeshoreDriveto makedriver sawareof cars
exiting Rock Creek Road
Sight distance on North LakeshoreDriveislimited for cars.

» Crosswalk on Kensington Drive near lower path to school
Install in-street signin crosswalk
Pedestrianwarning signswith flags near cross wak on uphill and downhill
sdes of crosswalk

We view thesesteps asthe fust stepsto be taken toward increasing safety in our
neighborhood, and we are eager to see thosein place before we consider other measures
such assidewaks. We look forward to working with your staff.

Thank you very much for working for pedestrian safety in Chapel Hill.

Pleasecontact Julie McClintock, meclintock. julie@mindspring. com or 967-3661, for further information

Coker Hill Neighborhood Association wasfoundedin 1977; 80 paid membersin 2006.



