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Kenneth E. Redfoot, Architect 

The proposed project is an addition to the Chapel Hill Public Library. Its purpose will be to 
expand the services of the present library. The building will follow 'green architecture' principles 
and the setting will respect the existing landscape. 

Therefore, the following 'Key Design Objectives', taken from the "Design Guidelines" section of 
the Chapel Hill Comprehensive Plan, are integrated into all aspects of this site design. Our 
responses follow each of the objectives. 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 

Preserve natural land contours and natural drainageways. 

The building and surrounding areas will be sited and designed to minimize the impact on 
the natural land contours and natural drainageways. 

Keep design compatible with the positive character of the surrounding area in terms of 
both existing character and desired future character. 

The building and surrounding areas are intended to blend in with the natural setting and 
character of the existing public library. 

Create development that remains pleasant in character and human in scale, while 
promoting smooth circulation of people and traffic. 

The character and scale of the expansion will certainly be at human scale and 
pedestrian friendly; in fact, the circulation of people and traffic is an extension of the 
existing circulation pattern on the site. 

Where possible, incorporated significant tree masses and/or specimen trees as an 
integral design factor. 

The siting of the building and surrounding areas is designed to take advantage of views 
of the surrounding woods and to minimize the removal of significant trees. 

Minimize harm and disruption to existing plant and animal life. 

Careful placement of the proposed additions minimizes the harm and disruption to the 
existing wooded areas 
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Buildings should be designed and located so that they provide visual interest and create 
enjoyable, human-scale spaces. 

Building design should blend with the natural terrain by means such as terracing or other 
techniques that minimize grading. 

Designs should be compatible, in form and proportion, with the neighboring area. 

Designers should strive for creativity in form and space whenever contrast and variety 
are appropriate to the larger environment. 

The Chapel Hill Public Library will blend into the existing natural landscape. Its siting will 
demonstrate sensitivity to the context of the existing library. The building will follow the 
contours of the natural terrain and is designed to minimize its massing and promote 
views through the building into the surrounding landscape. 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

Landscape theme should foster unity of design and reinforce existing vegetation with 
compatible plantings. (For example, new seedling plantings could expand an existing 
pine tree canopy. 

Entrances into developments should be sensitively landscaped. Appropriate signs, 
compatible with the building(s), should be installed to identify the project and frame the 
entryway. 

Appropriate landscaping should be used around structures to blend them with the 
natural landscape. 

Trees should be retained, where they provide screening or soften view of the site. 

• Landscaping should be massed or clustered-not spread out in linear patterns. 

Proposed tree plantings will all be native. Landscaping and signage at entrances will be 
natural and low-key. The building and surrounding areas are sited to minimize the 
removal of significant trees. The pattern will be in keeping with the existing landscape 
and complimentary to the existing library and proposed expansion. 
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May 30, 2007 

CHAPEL HILL PUBLIC LIBRARY EXPANSION 

DEVELOPER'S PROGRAM 

The expansion and renovations to the Library will reflect the space and service requirements as 
determined by the Library Building Committee and the Library staff. An building addition of 
approximately 37,000 square feet and 120 additional parking spaces are proposed. New 
handicapped parking spaces within the reconfigured dropoff circle will serve the new building 
entrance and the public meeting area. 

The current facility is located in a 34-acre public park, the further development of which is currently 
being studied by the Town's Parks and Recreation Department. The expanded library is intended to 
complement the park setting and its associated uses. 

The Town of Chapel Hill's Land Use Management Ordinance, which includes comprehensive 
environmental regulations, will direct the design and affect the estimated cost of the new library 
addition. The new library will meet or exceed all of these relevant Town regulatory requirements, 
including regulations regarding energy-efficiency of public buildings, stream buffers, stormwater 
run-off quantity and quality, impervious surface limitations and various landscape protection and 
replanting requirements. 

The existing library facility is intended to remain operational during construction and, therefore, 
plans and construction phasing will accommodate this requirement. 

In accordance with the Town Council's adopted policy on capital projects, the facility will meet 
"LEED certification requirements at or above silver certification level. 
























