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August 24,2007 

ORANGE WATER & SEWER AUTHORITY 
Qualitp. Service Sin~e 1977 

Mayor Mark Chilton 
Town of Carrboro 
301 West Main Street 
Carrboro, NC 275 10 

Mayor Kevin Foy 
Town of Chapel Hill 
405 Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd. 
Chapel Hill, NC 275 16 

Chair Moses Carey, Jr., 
Orange County Board of 
Commissioners 

Post Office Box 8 1 8 1 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 

Dear Mayor Chilton, Mayor Foy, and Chair Carey: 

Last night the OWAS A Board of Directors declared a Water Supply Advisory due to the 
persistent drought and low streamflow in tributaries to University Lake and the Cane Creek 
Reservoir and in consideration of our present supply and demand conditions. Our report to the 
Board is attached. 

We believe there is little risk of running out of water this year, but the community could face a 
substantially more serious shortage next year, when it will be too late to catch up, if rainfall and 
streamflow are less than normal this winter. 

A Water Supply Advisory represents an alert to our customers about the potential shortage and 
provides notice that additional water use restrictions may be imposed if supplyldemand 
conditions do not improve in the near future. Year-round conservation requirements will remain 
in effect for all OWASA customers during the Advisory, but additional restrictions will be 
invoked if a Stage 1 Water Shortage is declared during the coming months. 

We will be glad to provide additional information or assistance as needed. In particular, we 
would be glad to make presentations to the Board af Aldermen, Town Council and Board of 
Cammissioners if desired at any t h e .  

Sincerely, 

Michael A. (Mac) Clarke, Chair 
Board of Directors 

Attachment 

Ms. Laura Blackmon, Orange County Manager 
Mr. Roger Stancil, ChapeI Hill Town Manager 
Mr. Steven Stewart, CarPboro Town Manager 
OWASA Board of Directors 
Ed Kerwin, Executive Director 
Robert L. Epting, General Counsel 

409 Jones Fmy Road 
PO Box 366 
kh, NC 275 14.0366 

kica(919) NB-4421 
FAX (9 1 9) 968-4444 
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Item 9

 
 
AGENDA ITEM
 
• RECOMMENDED DECLARATION OF WATER SUPPLY ADVISORY 
 
PURPOSE
 
• To consider the formal declaration of a Water Supply Advisory per OWASA 

Conservation Standards and local ordinances. 
 
BACKGROUND
 
• Current water supply and customer demand conditions support the declaration of a Water 

Supply Advisory per provisions of OWASA’s Water Conservation Standards adopted in 
2003 and incorporated into the ordinances of Carrboro, Chapel Hill, and Orange County. 

 
• A Water Supply Advisory represents an alert to customers about a potential shortage and 

provides notice that additional water use restrictions may be imposed if supply/demand 
conditions do not improve in the near future.  Year-round conservation requirements 
would remain in effect for all OWASA customers during the Advisory, but additional 
restrictions would be invoked if a Stage 1 Water Shortage is declared in the coming 
months.   

 
• We believe there is little risk of running out of water this year, but the community could 

face a much more serious shortage next year, when it will be too late to catch up, if 
rainfall and streamflow are less than normal this winter. 

 
ACTION NEEDED 
 
• Review and discussion of attached materials. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
• Staff recommends that the Board declare a Water Supply Advisory and notify the 

Carrboro and Chapel Hill Mayors and Chair of the Orange County Board of 
Commissioners. 

 
 
 
August 23, 2007 
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