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WESTSIDE NEIGHBORHOQOD

ASSOCIATION

407 Ransom Street
Chapd Hill, NC 27516

TO: The Mayor and Town Council
FROM: Baird S. Grimson, President
DATE: April 10,2006

RE: “No Through Truck” Signs

We had been experiencingan increasein heavy vehicletraffic, including
buses, construction dump trucksand even 18-whedlers, cutting through our
neighborhood. This has been exacerbated by the closure of Pittsboro Street.

The current ordinance specifies McCauley Street a“No Thru Truck” street
and we are grateful for thisbut feel we need thisdesignation on all our
neighborhood streetsas it simply is not safeto have this heavy traffic driving
through our residential neighborhood. We are asking the Council to add to
the ordinancethe foll owing streetswith the same designationn--“No Thru
Trucks’--Ransom, Vance, University, W. University and Westwood Drive
with signsto be placed at the intersectionsof Ransom/W. Cameron,
Pittsboro/V ance, Pittsboro/University Drive, and both intersections of
Westwood Drive/S. Columbia.

We would like to thank you in advance for your consideration of our request
and we hope that thisrequest will be granted as soon as possible in the
interestsof safety and that the signagewill be posted and the ordinance
enforced.
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WEST SIDE NEIGHBORHOQOD

ASSOCIATION

407 Ransom Street
Chapd Hill, NC 27516

TO: The Mayor, Town Council and Town Manager
FROM: Baird S. Grimson, President

DATE: April 10,2006

RE Traffic Caming

We are pleased to see that the 2006 UNC-CH Annua Development Plan Report includes
neighborsliving near the campusin talks about traffic calming with the Chapel Hill
Town Manager and Town Staff. In our neighborhood, on the western edge of the
campus, we have been experiencing many traffic problemsthat have been made worse by
the recent closure of Pittsboro Street near the CarolinaInn for repair of the University
steam tunnel. The Westside Neighborhood i s asking the University and Town Manager
that interested neighborsbe included now in discussionsabout traffic calming measures.

We are not traffic engineers, or expertsin thisarea, but we do have the advantage of
observing the typesof traffic and speed of vehicleson adaily basisin our Westside
neighborhood. We havealso read a variety of material on neighborhood traffic calming
techniques. For a starting point in these discussions, we have produced this map of our
neighborhood with our suggestionsfor improving thetraffic. The All way stop signs,
speed humps and improved street markings presented in thismap have already been
suggested by the university for our areafor traffic calming techniquesin the Ransom
Street and its feeder streets ( see Table 3.2:Neighborhood streets Considered for Traffic
Caming Measures). We hope that the University and Town Manager and Town Staff
will alow representativesfrom the Westsidearea join them in any of their future
discussionson traffic calming.
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UNC Deve opment Plan Report
Chapd Hill Town Coundil
May 10,2006

Joyce Brown

| am very grateful to the Council for adding the transportationsectionto Ol-4. Thishasgiven
thoseof uswho live near the campus hopethat our trangportation problemswill be addressed.
And al our problemsare greetly increasingin severity, including theamount of traffic, the Speed
of thetrafficand the number of largevehiclesthat are usng our smal neighborhoodstreets. |
am also grateful to the University for beingwillingto addressthese problemsand work with the
citizens of the neighborhoods on solutions.

Thereare savera thingsthat we in the neighborhoodwould liketo have clarified. On page21 of
the annual report the phrase “to be consdered” isused in severd places, onceevenwitha
questionmark. We would liketo make surethat “to be consdered” meansthat traffic calming
measureswill beimplemented, not just consdered in the neighborhoods mentioned.

Wedsodo not havea clear ideaof the processto develop the actud traffic calming plan and the
involvement of the neighborsin the processat avery early sage. To my knowledgeno citizens
have been contacted by the University about involvement in the planning processfor an
implementation plan. Whilewe are not traffic engineersor plannersor transportation experts,
weare expertson our neighborhoodsand have ideas about the kinds of thingsthat wewould like
to see happen. We hopethat both UNC and the Town will keep that in mind. Wewould also
liketo benatifiedat least two weeksin advance by UNC about any kind of joint planning to
make sure someof uswill beavailablefor planning sessons.

Theschedulefor implementation isalso not clear. A number of neighborhoodsare mentioned,
but thereisno ideaof determining factorsfor when to implement traffic calmingin which
neighborhood. 1t would beextremely helpful to have thisclarified.

While we are experiencing severeincreased traffic in the Westsi de neighborhood becauseof the
work on Pittshoro Street, our neighborhood has had serioustraffic problemslong beforethis
work began. And we worry that our aready serioustraffic problemswill increaseasthe
numbers of vehicles, both largeand small, will continueto use our neighborhoodwhen Pittsboro

Street isrepaired, increasing an areedy bad traffic problem.

Wewould likeour neighborhood to be quigt, livable neighborhoods, just asI’'m suredl of you
wishfor your neighborhoods. We look forward to working with UNC and the Town to make

this happen.

Wea 50 request that the Council requirethat thisannua report cometo the Council asaregular
agendaitem, not an information item, whichisnot now the case.
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From: Cardline Spencer

Sent: Thursday, April 113, 2006 4:25 PM

To: Maneger

Subject: UNC Trangportation Report/MaletteStreet

April 13,2006
Dear Mr. Horton:

We were pleased that the town council referred UNC’s Annual Devel opment Plan Report
on Transportation to town staff for review and analysis. As downtown homeowners, we
share town concerns over the impact that university growth has/will have on our
neighborhoods.

We were disappointed to note that Mallette Street was not specifically mentioned in the
University’s Transportation Report. Mallette Street is aresidential street adjacent to the
University. Each day over 3,000 cars speed up and down this street as acut through from
Franklinto Cameron Street, many using Malletteto avoid the troublesome
Cameron/Columbiaintersection. Thisis only going to get worse as both UNC and the
town devel op projects adjacent to our neighborhood.

On behalf of our Neighborhood Association, | am writing to request that the town carry
out the following measures:

Ensure that M allette Street isincluded in any study, report or discussions of traffic
conditions and traffic calming measuresin streets adjacent to the University.

Keep our neighborhood association up to date on progressand include a neighborhood
associ ation representative in any town or town/gown discussions about these issues, as

appropriate.

For thefirst timein almost 40 years (1), there are young children on our street in addition
to senior citizens, professorsand of course college students. We arewilling and eager to
help the town and university find away to support the anticipated growth while not
filling our neighborhood streetswith cars traveling at speeds unsafe for our children and
neighbors.

Thank you in advancefor your consideration,
Caroline Spencer

Mallette Street Representative
Cameron-McCauley Neighborhood Assocation



