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June 19, 2006

Mayor Kevin Foy &

Chapel Hill Town Council

Town of Chapel Hill

405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514-05705

Subject: Request for Expedited Review of a Special Use Permit
North Carolina Botanical Garden Visitor Education Center

Dear Mayor Foy and Council Members:

The Univerdsity of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill requests an expedited review of
the Specid Use Permit application for the Visitor Education Center at the North Carolina
Botanical Garden. The Specia Use Permitis required by the expansion of the existing
facility.

We bdlievethis project meets Council’s criteriafor expedited review because the
expansionaf thefacility isin the public interest and fulfillsa public objective.

The North CarolinaBotanical Garden was established as part of the University to
servethecitizensd North Carolinathrough its commitment to excellencein research,
university instruction, conservation, plant collectionsand public programs. The Visitor
Education Center will providea welcoming gateway into the NC Botanical Garden that
exemplifiesa positive union between natural and built environments. It will also set a
new standard for environmentally friendly public buildingsin Chapd Hill.

Whilethe North CarolinaBotanical Garden is already a highly respected and
appreciated publicfacility, as aLEED platinum building, the new Visitor Education
Center will support the University and Council’s environmental goasfor
environmentally sensitive building practicesfor thisregion. It will serveasa
demongtration sitefor new technologiesin the areas of stormwater management, energy
efficiency, and water conservation. All water that fallson the building roof will be
collected in cisternsfor usein irrigating the gardens, the parking lot will also mitigate
storrnwater runoff through the use of porous paving and bioswales. A portion of the
building’ s electrical needswill be provided by photovoltaic panels. Geo-thermal wells
will further decrease the buildingsenergy consumption by taking advantageof the
constant temperatureof the earth to heat and cool the building. In addition, interior
spacesin the building will be designed to maximize natural light through controlled
“daylighting” techniques.

Two themes of thetown’s ComprehensivePlan are “conserve and protect the
natural setting of Chapel Hill” and “encourage desirable formsdf non-residential



development”. The Visitor Education Center project will be aleading example of
strategiessuitablefor residential, commercia and public facilities to conserve and protect
the natural setting of Chapel Hill.

In light of the public and educational nature of the facility, and given the
Botanica Garden and Town'’s shared environmenta objectives, we request that you
consider and approve arequest for expedited review.

Sincerely,

Y

AnnaA. Wu, AIA
Director of FacilitiesPlanning

CC: Pat Crawford
Diane Gillis
Peter White
Mary Jane Felgenhauer



