
ATTACHMENT 10

Claudia Sheppard, DVM
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Chapel Hill, NC 27516
(919) 933 0713 

October 9, 2006

Dear Members of the Chapel Hill Town Council and Major Foy,

As a resident of the Northwood subdivision (between Eubanks Road, MLK Jr. Blvd. and 
Weaver Dairy Road Ext.), a mother of 2 young children, a pedestrian, a bicyclist, and a
user of the public transit system, I urge you to improve the pedestrian safety along MLK
Jr. Blvd. between Perkins Dr. and Weaver Dairy Road.

Currently there is no sidewalk along the western side of MLK Jr. Blvd. north of Weaver
Dairy Road, and the existing pedestrian crossing at Weaver Dairy Road is insufficient
and dangerous. Only the southern and eastern sides of this intersection have pedestrian 
crosswalks, leaving pedestrians in the northwestern quadrant stranded. Crossing at the
existing pedestrian signal literally means risking one's life as the signal length is
insufficient and right turning vehicles almost never look for pedestrians. When crossing 
there with my children, I have had many near-misses, and walking on the shoulder of 
MLK Jr. Blvd. with trucks and large vehicles speeding by is nerve-wracking. Since
crossing at the intersection is so dangerous, I am now crossing MLK Jr. Blvd. without a 
light at Northwood Dr. I have found that to be safer because I can watch the traffic, cross
to the center (there is currently a blocked off lane which will likely disappear once
Weaver Dairy Road is reconfigured) and then wait to cross over all the way. However, I
am very concerned that the traffic on MLK Jr. Blvd. will increase so significantly due to
developments that are in progress or are proposed, that it will no longer be possible to 
cross MLK Jr. Blvd. At that point I would have to use my car for many very short trips to
Chapel Hill North and Timberlyne. This situation works contrary to Chapel Hill's effort
to reduce vehicular traffic.

Average daily traffic count on this stretch (Perkins Dr. to Weaver Dairy Rd.) of MLK Jr.
Blvd. was 26,000 in 2005. The Town Municipal Operations Center is estimated to 
generate an additional 2000 daily vehicle trips, the majority of them will be using MLK 
Jr. Blvd. There are proposals for a residentialdevelopment (Chapel Hill Watch- 120
residential units / 331 parking spaces) and a mixed-use development on Eubanks Road. In
addition, there is the residential component of Chapel Hill North that you are currently
considering. The master plan for this development did not include an estimate of how
many vehicle trips would be generated by the 120 residential units and 242 parking
spaces since it is part of the Chapel Hill North Master Plan. However, all of these 
developments and the prospect of Carolina North will certainly increase the traffic on 
MLK Jr. Blvd. significantlyand therefore further endanger pedestrians.



The speed limit on the section (Perkins Dr. to Weaver Dairy Rd.) of MLK Jr. Blvd. is 35 
mph. Speeding is rampant and I have not observed any efforts of the police to slow down 
the traffic. 

I would also like to stress that the lack of pedestrian safety is not just a problem for 
Northwood residents. People using the two bus stops (MLK Jr. Blvd. at Chapel Hill 
North and MLK Jr. Blvd. at Northwood Dr.) need to cross the road at least once without a 
crosswalk. Eighty-six people board and alight the bus daily at those two stops. Residents 
of Larkspur walk through Northwood to get to Chapel Hill North or Timberlyne, and 
office workers daily cross MLK Jr. Blvd. to exercise in our quiet wooded subdivision. 

In the past, I have approached the town council about this safety issue and was told that 
MLK Jr. Blvd. is a state road and that the DOT does not build sidewalks. It has been 
possible in other sections of town. If the town of Chapel Hill approves development of 
land around a subdivision, it has the responsibility of addressing the effects generated by 
this development. The fact that Northwood is not annexed is irrelevant since it is part of 
the Chapel Hill planning district and the town is impacting it directly. 

The NC 86/MLK Jr. Blvd. Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety and Mobility Study has 
demonstrated the shortcomings of the NC 86 corridor and has developed a good set of 
recommendations. A sidewalk is needed on the west side of MLK Jr. Blvd. from Weaver 
Dairy Road Ext. to Perkins Rd. now and there needs to be a four-way pedestrian cross 
walk at the intersection with Weaver Dairy Rd. with signals that prohibit a right turn for 
vehicles when the pedestrian signal is activated. 

I strongly urge the council to delay any possible development on the north side of town 
until the infrastructure has been updated to safely cross MLK Jr. Blvd. There have been 
enough pedestrian fatalities in town recently, and my hope is that the council will take 
this matter seriously enough to prevent more fatalities in the future. 

Thank you so much for your time and consideration. Please contact me should you have 
any questions. I would be happy to show you the stretch of MLK Jr. Blvd. in question 
and the intersection with Weaver Dairy Road to demonstrate its hazards. 

Sincerely, 

Claudia Sheppard 



From: Suzanne Haff
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2006 2:44 PM
To: Town Council
Cc:
Subject: Residences at Chapel Hill North/October 18th

Dear Mayor and Members of the Chapel Hill Town Council,

Thank you for your work and time guiding Chapel Hill to be a very special place to live and work.
I know that all of you have advocated for an environment of integrity as reflected in the ordinances
of the town as well as the day to day life of us all.
We in the Northwood Neighborhood have the privilege of being the gateway community for the
town, located directly NW of the intersection of Weaver Dairy and Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvds.
Recently we have had several new families with young children move into our neighborhood. As you
might guess, Pete and I are not getting any younger. We all want to be able to walk to Food Lion and
Timberlyne Shopping Center and we want to walk along MLK, Jr. between Eubanks and WDR to get
to one or the other bus stop. We know that you want is to do that too, because that is part of what
Chapel Hill is all about. That is what we say to folks when we go to other places - we are a town that
walks, bikes, has a free public bus service.
As you well know this area is changing rapidly.

Soon all the large trucks, buses and other vehicles from the Town Operations Center will be heading
east on Eubanks and then turning right onto MLK,Jr. Soon the Humane Society personnel and guests
will be heading east and south along the same route.
Soon, our future neighbors at Chapel Hill Watch will be heading east on Eubanks and south onto
MLK,Jr.
Soon, our neighbors from the Residences at CH North will be running across the street, up and down
MLK, Jr. to the two bus stops, or driving their cars up and down this same area. I'm not even
mentioning the Johnny Morris property and others that are further down the road.

This is a wonderful small urban area where we are within walking distance to all our basic and not
so basic (Chelsea) needs. Can we use this area safely? NO!

Does the town want us to drive to Harris Teeter, Food Lion, the post office, etc? NO! Of course you
don't. What a waste of natural resources and degrading of the environment.

The time is NOW to develop and implement a proactively a pedestrian plan that will be a model for
this gateway to Chapel Hill. Please make it easy for us to cross MLK,Jr.
Please don't tell us it's DOT roads, that it cost money.
Please implement a pedestrian plan now and have the Residences at CH North developers build
pedestrian sidewalks for this area where residents of Chapel Hill can walk and wait safely for buses.

I remember talking with Tim Dempsey and other planning board members years ago when we both
sat on that board
Everyone agreed that the intersection of WDR and MLK, Jr. is too big, too ugly and there is not
even a cross walk from the NW comer. Is this what you want as your gateway?
Is this the way we put citizens first?
I have read what the RCHN project plans to do at Perkins.



That's good, but not enough. Please put a moratorium on development in this area until you have a 
pedestrian plan on the books and the money to implement and maintain the sidewalks (from the 
developers who will make enough money from these projects). 
The money is small compared to the long range benefits. 
I notice that we don't have reports from any of the boards/committees on the website yet and that 
there is a request to postpone the October 18th Public Hearing to November 20th. 
I hope you will not hurry these decisions, but consider this carefully. 
I ask you to consider whether that Finding #1 and Finding #4 (below) are really met by this 

development. 
We don't want to abolish the development, we want to walk to the clinics and other services that are 

proposed. 
And we invite those residents to walk in our neighborhood. 
Please make this gateway that relects the best of Chapel Hill, a place for drivers to slow down, park 

on Eubanks, ride a bus, and smell the roses. 
It's the right thing to do and now is the right time to do it. 
Soon it will be too late. 
Thanks for considering my request. 
Sincerely, 
Suzanne Haff 
President, Northwood Homeowners' Association. 
ps: I know you have studied the traffic plan of this project in relationship to the WDR/MLK,Jr. 
intersection. 
Please come up and drive it. 
Imagine the increase in traffic and how that will work in everyday life. 

There must be a better way. Thanks again. suzanne 

Special Use Permit - Required Findings of Fact 

Finding #1: That the use or development is located, designed, and proposed to be operated so as to 
maintain or promote the public health, safety, and general welfare; 

Finding #2: That the use or development would comply with all required regulations and standards 
of the Land Use Management Ordinance; 

Finding #3: That the use or development is located, designed, and proposed to be operated so as to 
maintain or enhance the value of contiguous property, or that the use or development is a public 
necessity; and 

Finding #4: That the use or development conforms to the general plans for the physical development 
of the Town as embodied in the Land Use Management Ordinance and in the Comprehensive Plan. 

Suzanne Haff 
107 Hunter Hill Road 
Chapel Hill, NC 275 16 
(919)933-9329 



From: Chris Clemmons
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2006 11:16 AM
To: Town Council 
Subject: pedestrian planning in northwoodarea

Dear Mayor and Members of the Chapel Hill Town Council, 

I am writing to you as a resident of the Northwood neighborhood. I know you have
received correspondence recently from other Northwood residents (including the 
President of our Homeowner's Association) concerning impending development and the 
lack of a comprehensive pedestrian plan. I concur completely with what other residents 
have expressed about this - it needs to happen, and it needs to happen now.

My wife and I moved to Chapel Hill and Northwood from downtown Raleigh about six 
months ago. Our neighborhood in Raleigh was bounded on one side by Capital 
Boulevard, which I believe is a sad example of what could happen to the Martin Luther 
King Boulevard corridor (particularly between Eubanks and Weaver Dairy, and
particularly given anticipated development on Eubanks) if the needs of the automobile 
driver are put ahead of those of the pedestrian, bicyclist, and/or mass transit rider.
Capital Boulevard has long been known as an ugly, traffic-ridden sore thumb that serves
as an abysmally poor“gateway” northern approach to Raleigh. It basically created a 
wall of traffic and asphalt that isolated our Raleigh neighborhood from others.

Without careful and thoughtful pedestrian planning, I can see the same thing easily 
happening in Chapel Hill with MLK. In fact, it already has to some extent-much as I
would prefer to ride my bike or walk from our house in Northwood to the Chapel Hill
North or Timberlyne shopping centers, given current conditions it is basically safer and
easier to drive. Do you really want current and future residents west of MLK or along
Eubanks to do the same?

With more residences, businesses, and municipal facilities going in at Chapel Hill North
and along Eubanks -- not to mention the “mystery development” that is being proposed 
on the north side of Eubanks-there is no doubt that we will have a tremendous
increase in car traffic in our area. Why not plan for and even encourage an attendant
increase in foot and bike traffic? 

Don't just do it for Northwood, do it for Chapel Hill and the quality of life people associate
with our town.

Sincerely,
Christopher A. Clemmons
207 Hunter Hill Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
919-928-8390



October 15, 2006 
Re: The Residences at Chapel Hill North 

To the Town Council: 

I apologize for the length of this letter, but I probably would have exceeded my 3 minutes 
had I been in Town to address the Council! 

I am very concerned, not only about the application for the Residences at Chapel Hill 
North, but about the future of the entire NW Quad of Chapel Hill. I'd like to address the 
specifics of this application first and tie it into my larger concerns. 

I live in Northwoods VI, one of 7 existing communities directly west of the MLK Jr 
Blvd and Weaver Dairy Rd intersection. These neighborhoods (Northwoods V, 
Northwoods VI, Parkside I, Parkside II, Northwood, Larkspur, and Vineyard Square) 
consist of over 500 homes and will soon be joined by Claremont, Chapel Hill Watch 
Village, and the Eubanks Rd Town designated Neighborhood Serving Mixed-Use Center, 
at MLK Jr. Blvd. and Eubanks Rd. Additionally, my neighborhood is scheduled to meet 
with RAM Development regarding concept plans for a Gateway development at the SW 
corner of WDR and MLK and their plans for a Walgreens for the SE corner as well. 
There is obviously a lot happening in a very small radius. I ask you consider these 
specifics: 

1. Even after improvements are made, Weaver Dairy Road has limited capacity. 
As a member of CARR, I argued, along with other CARR members, in favor 
of a 3 lane WDR because it is populated by schools, shopping, Cedar Falls 
Park, and homes. The addition of 121 residential units and parking spots, with 
a matching number of EXTRA spaces, will be burden on WDR. 

2. There is a large safety issue. One of the planned egresses from this 
development is at Perkins Drive and WDR. Some cars leaving Chapel Hill 
North use this intersection and it is already an extremely dangerous one. In 
order to have a clear view of coming traffic, cars leaving Chapel Hill North at 
Perkins Drive have to jut out because the view to the east is obstructed. This 
is at the same point where cars turning right or headed west on WDR have to 
move over to the right in order to avoid being in a left turn only lane. I would 
invite all of you to come and see this for yourselves because it is hard to 
believe such a poorly planned traffic pattern. There are currently no plans to 
obtain at right of way at this intersection in order to improve the visibility 
problem. 

3. A similar problem exists at the other planned entrance/egress on MLK Jr. 
Blvd and Perkins Rd. There are no plans to obtain a right of way for a right 
turn only lane. Although the applicant may show pictures of this spot with no 
cars (!) traveling on MLK Jr. Blvd., with the abundance of projects on this 
corridor, traffic will be increasing exponentially. Cars slowing down 
significantly to make a right turn into the Residences at Chapel Hill North 



while a large volume of traffic from the south is headed straight, pose a safety 
problem. 

This brings me to the larger concerns that I have. Although I listed the 7 communities 
that are just to the west of this area, the real impact of traffic on this area is much larger 
because of the number of large developments in process just beyond this intersection. 
The SW comer of Homestead Rd and Seawell School Rd townhomes will most likely 
turn left at Homestead and WDR to get to shopping and I-40. The Townhouse 
Apartments and Northhampton Terrace at Hillsborough Rd. and MLK Jr. Blvd. will also 
add to the MLK Jr. Blvd traffic problem. The largest concern, of course, is Carolina 
North, the traffic impact of which can only be looked at with trepidation. Not 
considering the thousands of cars that Carolina North will attract, the other three projects 
alone will potentially add hundreds of trips to this area. (And don't forget Walgreens!) 

This area must be looked at holistically. We need to take a step back and look at the 
quagmire that will be this quadrant of Chapel Hill five years from now, if each of these 
projects is approved and built piecemeal. We instead need to take the time to consider 
that the pieces of this puzzle all have to fit together and that each of these projects must 
be looked at in relation to one another and their effect on the Town as a whole. Perhaps 
the Town should consider forming a Northwest Planning Committee to consolidate 
information in this one area. Then, of course, you could always consider a temporary 
building moratorium in this comer until the Carolina North plans are more definitive.. . . 

I believe the property slated to be the Residences at Chapel Hill North should remain 
zoned MU-O/I. There seems to be trend among developers to obtain an interest in a 
specifically zoned property and then apply for rezoning. We should not turn a blind eye 
to this practice. The MU-O/I designation is more cost effective for the town, generating 
a greater financial return. It is also a more appropriate one for this property which lies in 
close proximity to I-40. The high number of residences surrounding this property already 
create a walkable community. In any event, I hope that a new traffic study that takes 
pending projects into account will be done, along with analyzing the differing 
infrastructure needs between MU-O/I and residential zoning. I would also like to know 
the impact of all the traffic on the Town's participation in the Community Carbon 
Reduction Plan, and, at the least, I hope that you consider scaling down any residential 
component of the plan. 

Thank you for letting me share my concerns with you in this overly long letter. 

Del Snow 
1 1 1 Tremont Circle 
Chapel Hill NC 275 16 



To the Mayor and Council: Received October 30, 2006 

The luxury of time to start a conversation about the over development of NW Chapel Hill has 
long since past. As each approval puts a nail in the coffin of community, you may want to 
examine the victim. Community respects the safety of its residents. Community respects the 
integrity of its environment. Community respects the value of quality of life. We are 
ceasing to be a community with the ideals that we once held high. 

The unchecked growth charted for NW Chapel Hill will not only effectively choke off many 
of the neighborhoods in the area, but will have a domino effect of negative consequences on 
the entire town. 
Can schools absorb 1000 new students? 
Can roads (especially Weaver Dairy Road) absorb thousands of additional cars? 
Can an over stressed environment absorb more impervious surfaces, pollution, and waste? 

Right now, in the immediate area, there are at least 9 residential projects proposed or 
approved with a total of over 1300 units. There is one office building (Dawson Hall) and two 
more that are pending. There are four commercial areas: Walgreens, the Altemueller 
property, Eubanks Road, and a restaurant all on MLK Jr. Blvd. There are plans for a new 
church, a large church expansion with more than double the parking, Aquatics Center, Senior 
Center, Men's Shelter, Public Works, Animal Shelter, and the elephant in the room, Carolina 
North. Kind of takes your breath away! 

We cannot continue to just focus on each if these proposals as though they were an entity 
unto themselves. We have to salvage some shreds of quality of life for the residents of NW 
Chapel Hill. We must see how each one of the pending projects fits into the greater whole 
and assess the impact of them on the large number of residences already here. 

This “gateway” entrance into Chapel Hill will be one that greets people with bumper to 
bumper traffic. Grid lock will be the norm. Neighborhoods to the west of MLK Jr. Blvd. 
will be isolated from the option of walkability that this area has the potential to offer. 
Northern, southern, and eastern residents will end up avoiding this mess as much as possible. 

How can you possibly entertain approving any more building than you already have until 
plans for Carolina North have gelled and we can begin to envision what will happen along 
the MLK Jr. Blvd. corridor? What provision will be offered to ameliorate the impact that this 
potential behemoth will impose? The situation is becoming dire and we need your help. 

There must be a moratorium on all plans in the NW Quadrant. There must be a study done 
on how this area can continue to exist as a viable part of the community if development 
continues in this haphazard fashion. If you plunge ahead without an overview you will not 
be able to fix the destruction of community that will be set in motion. The survival of 
Northwest Chapel Hill can be and should be your legacy. 

Del Snow 
1 1 1 Tremont Circle 
Chapel Hill NC 275 16 



From: RCarpenNC@aol.com
Sent: Monday, October 23,2006  8:08 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Residences in Chapel Hill North 

108 Silver Cedar Lane
Chapel Hill NC 27514 

942-1236
October 24, 2006 

Dear Mayor Foy and members of the Town Council:

We are very concerned about the proposed development Residences in Chapel Hill North presented to 
you last week.

It seems that while the proposal has some of the intrinsic values ought for - a mix of housing, retail and
office spaces - the impact on the contiguous neighborhoods to the west and to the south is very
problematic. While Scott Radway described some possible mitigation by way of providing a walkway
across MLK, Jr. Boulevard, he did not deal fully with the impact on Northwood and other neighborhoods
on the west. and not AT ALL with the south and east.

Our major issue with this project is with its impact on neighborhoods to the south - the apartments at
Timberlyne, the Timberlyne single family neighborhood where we live, and the Magnolia apartment
complex. The problem lies in access to Chapel Hill North from these neighborhoods on the South via the
already congested and dangerous intersection of PerkinsDrive and Weaver Dairy Road.

People in the north end of town regularly use both the Timberlyne Shopping Center AND Chapel Hill
North businesses. It is quite usual to come from the east or the south or the west, and go to the U.S.
Post Office and a bank in Timberlyne, then cross to shop at Harris-Teeter. Such travel generally 
involves exiting Banks Drive via a left turn to access Chapel Hill North, and then exiting from Perkins
Drive via a left turn to return to the several neighborhoodson the south and farther down Weaver Dairy
Road.

To complicate things further, property on Weaver Dairy Road to the east is filling in, adding to the already 
considerable population in Carol Woods, Silver Creek, Chesley, and the Chandlers Green area. Those 
increasing populations, plus the addition of people living the proposed project (and the many more to be
proposed), will certainly increase the danger of travel in this area. 

We mention these issues to seek your focus on the impact on existing CONTIGUOUS neighborhoods. If 
the several hundred more residences being proposed now and lying the wings come to being, we are
going to have a major issue with safety and public welfare in this area. 

We need crosswalks, sidewalks and bike-ways on Weaver Dairy Road as well as MLK, Jr. Boulevard
AND a traffic signal at PerkinsDrive and Weaver Dairy Road to ease traffic flow and mitigate risk.

As far as possible, this new proposal should be accommodated only as and if it can safely adjoin the 
many neighborhoods we have pointed to.

Thanks for your great efforts to help make Chapel Hill a safe and pleasant community.

Sincerely,

Ray and Pat Carpenter




