191 ATTACHMENT 18

133 Grape STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19127

- 215.482.1133 (PHONE)
208.441.4564 (E-Fax)
INFO@REVISIONARCH.COM
WWW REVISIONARCH.COM

Ms, Dana Stidham

Planning Department

405 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

December 12, 2006

Dear Ms. Stidham,

For your review, we have attached our firm's assessment of how the University Village green development
project meets the requirements of the US Green Building Council's LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design)-Neighborhood Development draft rating system. Because of the scale and diversity of
the University Village project, we felt that the LEED-ND rating system would be the most appropriate
benchmarking tool, even though it is still in its draft form (dated 9/6/05). As defined by the USGBC, LEED-
ND is intended to be used to certify "exemplary development projects that perform well in terms of smart
growth, urbanism, and green building, and may constitute whole neighborhoods, fractions of neighborhoods,
or multiple neighborhoods." Please note that the pilot version of the LEED-ND rating system has not yet been
released but is expected to roll-out early in 2007. We expect that the specific credits and requirements listed
in pilot version may be substantially different from the draft version upon which we based our assessment;
however, the intent of the rating system should remain in tact. Once the pilot is ready for application, we will
work with East West's team to submit as a pilot project. Should we not be selected as a pilot (selection is
based on a number of factors, including geography), we will continue to work with the team to evolve the
plans as if we were in the pilot program.

As a firm that is devoted exclusively to the design and development of green projects, it is our professional
opinion that University Village is a more sustainable model for neighborhood development projects. True to
the green design process, we were engaged early in the planning process and have been excited to work with
East West's team over the past year to continually evaluate and improve the sustainability of the University
Village development plan. From a "pattern™ perspective, the project's location and site plan excels; by re-
developing a site in a mixed-use and pedestrian friendly way, the project has positioned itself as more
sustainable from the start. In addition, the massing and orientation of the buildings will take advantage of the
sun to reduce energy consumption while providing natural light. Asthe actual details of the buildings
continue to be developed, we will work closely with the development team to integrate sustainable systems

and material choices.

On a personal note, it has been a pleasure to work with such an open-minded team that is focused on
providing a better quality of life for residents and neighborhoods—even when it could mean additional
upfront costs. We look forward to our continued work with East West Partners to shape University Village in a
more sustainable manner.

Should you have any questions about the LEED-ND materials we have assembled, you are welcome to
contact us directly.

Sincerely yours,

NP2 e

Jennifer Rezeli, Principal Scott Kelly, Principal
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Pennsylvania

Re:Vision Architecture (RVA) specializes in environmentally

sensitive planning and design that responds.to the natural and E& Vld o
built environments. In our diverse projects, you will find design
solutions that are: '

ARCIIIT[CTUR[

Built to Last

Buildings that last begin with expertise in building technology.
From historic preservation projects, RVA has observed first-hand
which building elements last for hundreds of years and which fail
within fifly. Drawing upon the best building strategies of yester-
day’s craftspeople, we integrate today’s materials & proven tech-
nologies fo conserve natural resources and lower operating costs.

Communities that thrive tend to provide a mix of interesting uses
that serve young and old alike. For campus and
community design, we seek opportunities to improve links
between people, places and the natural world.

Built to Inspire

Because places that are beautiful, bright, comfortable, & flexible
are the first to be filled and last to be abandoned, we maximize
quality of life issues in every project. To keep spaces relevant over
time, we design for individuality in the short-term & adaptability
over time.

SUSTAINABILITY EXPERTS

Through our community planning projects, we. have learned
that there is a significant difference between asking stakehold-
ers to provide feedback on plans and engaging them in the
generation of design concepts. To achieve a consensus-based
building or community design that functions as a more sustain-
able and interconnected system, we use a unique participatory
process.

Thinking globally but acting locally, Re:Vision Architecture was
founded in 2001 to re-vision and restore the balance between
natural and built environments. Comprised of architects, plan-
ners and L.E.E.D. consultants committed to healthy ecosystems
and vibrant communities, Re:Vision Architecture brings together
diverse talents o solve design challenges in a more sustainable
way. Principal Scott Kelly was an early adopter of green design
and is known in the national vanguard of sustainability; Principal
Jennifer Rezeli is an experienced community planner, facilitator, .
and fundraiser. oy T ¢

ABOUT US COLLABORATIVE

INFO 215.242.1866 - Info@ReVisionArch.com - www.ReVisionArch.com
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Our past and present list of clients includes schools, nature centers, office
buildings, government centers, civic spaces, houses of worship, theatres and
private residences. Whether we are designing public or private spaces, our
collaborative approach is well-suited to clients with a ‘mission’ or specific set
of goals that can be advanced through thoughtful design.

COMMUNITY PLANNING/CHARRETTES
From planning the restoration of a historic building to mapping out the
revitalization of a city block, our trained facilitators are skilled in helping
diverse groups to achieve consensus around complex design challenges.
While eliciting multiple perspectives, we are able to progress efficiently
through the planning process.

MASTER PLANNING
For large-scale building projects, we offer master planning and feasibility
study services. Our whole systems approach explores the interrelationships
between land, air, water, energy, buildings, and cost. With the goal of
creating living documents that can respond to changing conditions, we
structure our plans within frameworks that allow for inputs to change.

FUNDRAISING
To assist our clients in moving designs from paper to plaster, we offer
fundraising services that include grantwriting, prospect identification and
fundraising drawings. To date, hundreds of thousands have been raised.

SUSTAINABILITY CONSULTING
With an eye toward ‘sustainability as status quo,” we consult to a variety of
design professionals, manufacturers, non-profits and governmental agen-
cies that are interested in working towards a greener future. LEED
consulting is a substantial part of our work in this arena.

TEACHING
To fulfill the our firm’s educational mission, we routinely present lectures,
tours and seminars on sustainable planning and design practices.

ADVOCACY
As volunteers and board members, we support a number of non-profit
organizations that promote sustainability in its many forms:
Delaware Valley Green Building Council fwww.dvgbc.org)
Delaware Valley Earth Force (www.earthforcegreen.com/index.htm)
Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (www.nesea.org)
Philadelphia AlA, Committee on the Environment (www.aiaphila.org)
Rebuild America (www.rebuild.org)
Sustainable Business Network (www.sbnphiladelphia.org)

215.242.1866 - Info@ReVisionArch.com - www.ReVisionArch.com
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‘Green’ buildings are better buildings...better for the environment, better for occupants and better for
the bottom line. With buildings consuming 40% of the land, water, energy, and raw materials used
globally, buildings present the single largest opportunity for changing the sustainability equation.
Stepping up the efficiency of buildings is critical as natural resource consumption rises, supplies dimin-
ish, and people become increasingly disenchanted with soulless and "sick" buildings. Building green is
first and foremost a response to the need for better buildings.

Green buildings are people-friendly buildings. Occupants of a green building quickly note that it
“feels good.” Improved indoor environmental quality is a core component of green buildings. Not only
do people enjoy natural light, clean air and thermal comfort but they require these elements to stay
healthy and productive. Credible studies have demonstrated a strong connection between green build-
ing strategies and occupant health and well-being. In office settings and learning environments, per-
sonal health and well-being translates directly into increased productivity and reduced absenteeism.

Green buildings are profitable buildings. A recent report from the California Department of Finance
concluded that the financial benefits of building green are over 10 times the additional first costs.
These savings are attributed to reduced energy consumption, water use and waste; lower operations
and maintenance; and, most importantly, increased occupant productivity, retention and health. Even
the US Navy and Air Force have adopted green building standards in order to stretch military budgets.
Capital costs for green buildings can be either greater or less than a standard building depending on
the strategies used. However, over a thirty-year period, first costs represent only 20% of the total cost
of a building. Reducing the other 80% that is generated by operations and maintenance is key to
improving the bottom line.

Green buildings can be simple and sophisticated buildings. Green building strategies have been
evolving for thousands of years. In today's best green buildings, age-old techniques of massing, ori-
entation and shading are complemented by technologies such as sophisticated energy management
systems and high-performance glazing.

Green buildings are (often but not always) LEED buildings. To set a common standard for 'green’ build-
ings, the US Green Building Council developed the LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental
Design) Green Building Rating System in 1998. The LEED Rating System sets a measurable standard
for holistic green buildings that reflect several facets of sustainable design. Credits are awarded to
projects in the major categories of: Site, Water, Energy, Materials and Indoor Environmental Quality.
LEED is quickly gaining momentum as building owners recognize the value of having LEED-certified
buildings.

'‘Green' buildings are the future of building. While it is unknown exactly when green buildings will
become the norm, the trend is clear. Those embracing green buildings today are leading the way for

. others to follow.

Ee: Vision
ARCHITECTURE

215.242.1866 - Infq@ReVision'Arch.com - www.ReVisionArch.com






