Smith Levell Read
Task Force

Report te: Chapel Hill Fewnr Council
Octoelker 22, 200/



Smith Level Road

Joinly  designated! as “rural™ withar Chapel Hill 1in
elider te protect the University: Lake watershed

Small’ section; designated aspart off Meuntains te
Sea bike reute

Senves numerous neighnoerneeds and apartment
complexes, and a few: bUSINesses

Gateway: between: Carrhore and Chatham
County.



Task Foerce Charge

Gatner data on proklems that Impact trahfic and
pedestrian safety

Examine develepment pressures that Impact
trahfic and the University: Lake watershed

EXplore Ways 10 provide safe, non-venicular Use
off SLR

Ildentiiy elstacles te! transpostation
IMprevements



— PrOposed Greenway
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Seuthern Section: Proposed Greenway/.
Erom Seuthern Village
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General strategies for Improving

REN-VERIcUIar molility,

Reduce speed off moetor venicles:
Reducevelume: off metor VERICIES.
Reduce exposure time: oK pedestians.

Improve accesss and monility fier all pedestrians,
especially these with disabilities.

Encourage Walking by Improving aestihetics,
safety, and Security.

Impreve cempliance wWithrtraffic 1aws; (IMoetorsts
and pedestrans).

Eliminate behaviors that lead te crashes
(moterists and’ pedestrians).



SPEeding Concerns

I 2003, natienwide, speeding was a
contibubing fiacter inf 3i. percent of all fiatal
CliaShes

a At 20 mi/hra pedestiian has an 851 PErCEnt Chance: ofi
PEIng Killea;

a At 30 mi/h, the likeliheod goes; down to 45 percent,
a At 200 mi/h;, the fatality rate Is enly. 5 percent

One: fatality e SLR hetween 2001-2006



Truck Traffic

DO dees net count trucks;separately.
firon ether Venicles duling traffic counts.

UNC uses Merrtt Mining for fill; should
expect thelr truck traffic te remain
constant over the next several years.

DO Willlwoerk-with municipalities te
IMPOSE: titck restrictiens on Seme roads.



Chatham Development

Chathanm County IS expected te; grow.
Y approximately: 10,000-22,000
REeW Remes Within the next 15 years,
MESE eff themiin the nerthern
section of the county.



Right of Way,

Apprexinmately’ 10 feet of easement aleng each

side off the read on the seuthern Section

s Easement restricts other Uses

x RIgAT off Way/ gives authoxnity ter use for read widening,
sidewalks; and/or bike lanes

Steep ditches along much off the read firom: 15-

501 Up to; Ray: Road complicates prespect for
pikelanes/sidewalks

Adding sidewalks regquires adding curie and
gutter for safety—extends needed: right of way
OuUt te 15 feet



Designated Bike Routes

Mountain: tor Sea route: enters; Canrnoro: from
Jones; Eeiny Road, runs down: S. Greenshero),
turns onto Culbreth Road.

DOIF and lecal gpvernments jointly, designate
Certain readways as Bike reuUtes.

Officially’ endorsed bike route designations lay
the foundation for the additien efi icycle frendly
amenities’ during future road Inprevements.



Current Plans- Southern SLR

U lane anasignalizatien nave been
added as;part of the nigh schoel
development

Greenway! firem: Seutherm Village ter SR -
planned but: net funded

Mergan: Creek Greenway: planned — Under

SR at Erank Porter Grahami Elenmentany.
Scheol



Recommendations
for Southern Section



Slow: Dewn the: Traffic

Reduce speed limit te' 35 MPH

Impese truck: restrctions, (dees not: restrict
threugns trucks)

Enfierce speed limii

Examine poessibility: of narrewing the: traific |lanes
Py 6 between Rock Haven and: 15-50]

Examine: the possibility, off eliminating one ofi the
We turnl lanes coming ofil off 15-501..

Reguest traffic & fieasihility: study: for rotndaneut
at Damascus Church Read and Smith Level



Impreve Access for Non-
\/ehicular Trafiic

Add Cullereth ter 15-501 and frem 15-501 te
Old Lystra Read as' part of Cariproe, Chapel
Hill; and Chathan County’s Bicycle plans

Extend & line shoulders fifom: Rock Haven to
15-504!

Explere landowner compacts to previde: trail
ACCESS el pedestrians and bicyclists

Add multi-use path e ene: side frem: Ray.
Roead te 15-501



Additionall Recommendations

Investigate: Orange Public liransit reute

oppertunities; request censideration off extension
off Chapel HillFtransit epportuRIties

Until better altermatives are provided, enceurage
parents te utilize scheol huses instead off drving.

=nallys;, the task: force encouiages Impreved
puklic transpoltation hetween, Canioere, Chapel

Hill; Orange Ceunty, Chatham; County, and the
Chapel HillF Carroeroe City: SChools.




The Task Eerce
fespectitily requests; thait
fecommendations which fiall
tnder Chapel Hill's  purview: he
ieferred te staff fior discussion
Of feasipility: vy’ Decemioer.
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