






































































additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE martin luther king blvd.-Stacey cutbush
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 2:20 PM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: martin luther king blvd.

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 1:07 PM
To: 'stacey cutbush'
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed 
Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins';
Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo 
Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos
Subject: Citizen Comment RE: martin luther king blvd.

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: stacey cutbush [mailto:cutbush@email.unc.edu]
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 12:54 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: martin luther king blvd.

i support renaming airport rd. to martin luther king blvd.  i am unable to attend 
the meeting but want my voice heard and represented.

thank you.
stacey cutbush
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From: Joyce Smith 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:57 AM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: Solution to the MLK Boulevard, Avenue, Road, Street, Lane issue 
  
  

 
  
Joyce A. Smith 
Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
919-968-2757 
919-967-8406 Fax 

From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:47 AM  
To: 'John Cline' 
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin 
Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins'; Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine 
Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos 
Subject:  Citizen Comment RE: Solution to the MLK Boulevard, Avenue, Road, Street, Lane issue 
  

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member.  

Carol Abernethy  
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office  
Town of Chapel Hill  

  

-----Original Message----- 
From: John Cline [mailto:jcline4@nc.rr.com]  
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2004 9:35 AM 
To: Town Council; dverkerk@nc.rr.com; billstrom@nc.rr.com; mdees@nondo.com; 
edithwiggins@nc.rr.com; Kevin Foy; lettersch@heraldsun.com; ed.harrison@mindspring.com; 
windsorcircle@mindspring.com; mark@cdpl.org; sally@ibiblio.org; hillcc@nc.rr.com 
Subject:  Solution to the MLK Boulevard, Avenue, Road, Street, Lane issue 
  
Dear Town Council Members,  
  
It is the eve of your renaming a road. I would like to offer 
my solution. First, I must criticize the manner in which you 
have discounted some of the people that care deeply 
about this issue. I understand there is no way you can say 
no to the NAACP without being labeled racist. It's much 
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easier for you to let the 700 petition signers wear that 
moniker. That's what Cam Hill called them in today's 
paper. Nice job of leadership there Cam. Since when are 
you concerned about an "embarrassment to the town"? By 
the way, nice job of creating an ugly, eyesore next to a 
historic district on Cameron Ave. I think your comment 
might just be called hypocrisy.  
  
Some of your attitudes and actions remind me of Moses 
Carey and his crusade regarding school merger. It's his 
way no matter what anyone thinks. You citizens can talk 
all you want but my mind is made up. I'm right and you're 
wrong. And if you're against me, you're a rich racist. 
There's no wonder the public is losing faith in government. 
Hats off to Edith Wiggins for at least trying to work out a 
solution for both parties.  
  
As for the road, name it after Jimminy Cricket for all I care. 
Keep reading and I will offer you a solution to this fiasco. 
First I must take issue with some assumptions stated by 
Sally Greene on her web site. She also quotes MLK to 
support her opinions. I use them to support mine. (Okay, 
scroll down to see my solution if you're short of time or 
more likely don't care about my opinions about Sally 
Greene's comments.)  
  
Sally Greene quote-  

"It takes nothing, away, I trust, from the rich beauty of what 
is found on the MLKs that currently weave through our 
nation's cities and towns to suggest that bringing this 
statement to the center of white Chapel Hill would be a 
step toward the racial unity that Dr. King longed for."  
  
My opinion-  

Naming any road after anyone does absolutely nothing to 
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bring two races together, no matter where it weaves.  
  
Sally Greene quote-  

"but what would a compromise look like? It could only, I 
suppose, take the form of a street that changes its name 
partway down--to a certain point in town, a point where, 
perhaps, the scenery starts to look very different. That, as 
you can imagine, has been done before,[6] and surely it 
does little for the cause of racial unity."  
  
My opinion-  

Again. Naming any road after anyone does absolutely 
nothing to bring two races together, no matter where it 
weaves. You can't unify races by naming streets after 
people. What world do you live in Sally?  
  
MLK quote-  

"Through violence you may murder a liar, but you can't 
establish truth."  
  
My opinion-  

King is proving my point. You can lead a horse to water, 
but you can't make him drink. Again. Naming any road 
after anyone does absolutely nothing to bring two races 
together.  
  
Sally Greene quote-  

"There's no reason why local men and women shouldn't 
have their own memorial (maybe right beside Silent Sam, 
a counter-memorial)".  
  
My opinion-  

Silent Sam is a monument to local men and women. You 
just weren't here when their sacrifice was important to the 
citizens of this town. It really doesn't matter which special 
interest group was supporting the statue then or why. I 
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look at it as a monument to my ancestors who were killed 
in the Civil War. You look at it as an outdated monument 
in support of slavery and mistreatment of African-
Americans. This is exactly the way your proposal will 
"resonate" in the future. You want to rename the road to 
make a statement. So did the citizens who erected Silent 
Sam. "Future generations" will assign their own judgments 
about "signposts", not yours. You will not influence them to 
adopt your way of thinking about racial harmony by 
naming a road. Does the Silent Sam monument make you 
remember the Confederate soldiers the way the people 
who erected it wanted you to? Of course not.  

As a Texan,Sally Greene, perhaps you would support a 
monument to Mexican-Americans in front of the Alamo as 
a "counter-memorial."  
  
MLK quote-  

"The Western arrogance of feeling that it has everything to 
teach others and nothing to learn from them is not just."  
  
My opinion-  

This is exactly the way you are treating all the CH 
residents, not just those who oppose the name change. 
Ironically, one council member not acting with this 
arrogance is Edith Wiggins. Maybe a lifetime of living with 
injustices as a black woman has taught her something 
others have yet to learn. You are treating the 700 
signatures that oppose your crusade like a bunch of 
insignificant racist republican slave owners. Changing the 
address of Town Hall does nothing to make them feel 
better.  
  
Sally Greene quote-  

Possibly, "Martin Luther King" signs would be, at most, 
signposts for a future generation--evidence of a road once 
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taken, but not taken seriously.  
  
My opinion-  

The MLK signs will only be looked at as a "me too", (not to 
mention "me too late") "signpost". To future generations it 
will be about as symbolic and memorable as another 
University Drive, University Road, University Boulevard or 
University Avenue. No one will be in awe that the road is a 
major artery to anywhere. People just don't do that.  
  
I think it is here that I can offer a solution, although I don't 
believe you are open to alternatives. Rename the airport 
Martin Luther King Jr. Airport. Then when it is torn down, 
you can rename the road MLK Airport Road. Future 
generations will ponder, "You mean there was an airport 
here named for MLK? Wow, this must be a town that had 
it's act together in regards to racial unity!" That's the 
reaction you want to hear! That's the statement you are 
trying to make! This would also diffuse the objections to 
redoing stationery and the historical Airport thing. You 
would be able to phase in the idea slowly as stationery 
runs out. The history of the airport will be preserved. The 
NAACP will be more than pleased. And you will have 
shown extraordinary vision by pleasing both sides with a 
win-win solution.  
  
Back to Sally Greene.  
  
Sally Greene quote-  

If for us Dr. King's beloved community was only a dream, 
at least let it be said that we shared it.  
  
My opinion-  

Renaming the road does not do this. No one is ever going 
to ride down that road and think, "Isn't this a nice thing for 
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white people to have done, name this road for MLK. They 
must have shared his dream to do such a thing. And how 
about that Sally Greene! Let's excuse her from all of our 
past and future judgments about racism."  
  
One solution is to rename the airport first, then the road. 
How many airports are named after MLK? Even if it is 
destined to be torn down, the name MLK Airport Road will 
remain and elicit the discussion and resonance you seem 
to be seeking. Apologies to Horace Williams, but he was 
no MLK. Besides he already has a house and a tract. 
That's making a statement!  
  
There was a right way to do this and so far you haven't 
done it. You could have listened to your community and 
found a compromise that we all could be proud of. But 
instead, many of you jumped off the cliff with the rest of 
the lemmings. Mayor Foy was right about more time given 
to the Apple Chill discussions than this issue.  
  
I'm sure you are going to pass the name change 
regardless of what anyone other than the NAACP thinks.  
  
We are stuck with it and the aftertaste of the process 
whether we like it or not.  
  
John Cline  

Chapel Hill  
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From: Joyce Smith 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:54 AM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: Against Airport Road Renaming 
  
  

 
  
Joyce A. Smith 
Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
919-968-2757 
919-967-8406 Fax 

From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:48 AM  
To: 'Brian Biswas' 
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin 
Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins'; Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine 
Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos 
Subject:  Citizen Comment RE: Against Airport Road Renaming 
  

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member.  

Carol Abernethy  
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office  
Town of Chapel Hill  

  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Brian Biswas [mailto:biswas@mindspring.com]  
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2004 11:09 AM 
To: Town Council 
Subject:  Against Airport Road Renaming 
  
Dear Mayor and Town Council:  
  
I would like you to think about how you will feel ***after*** the council votes to 
approve this resolution. You will have erased a piece of Chapel Hill’s history. You 
will have alienated a good portion of this community. You will have made a mockery 
of this entire process.  
And for what?  
You will have done nothing to address the problems of racism and social justice in 
this town. You address those issues by equal opportunity in jobs, education, housing. 
Not by renaming a street. That seems so obvious to me, and I am surprised it hasn’t 
occurred to the learned members of the council  
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As for honoring Martin Luther King: We have a Nation Holiday in Dr. King’s honor. 
And over 600 streets across the country named after him, including the new Dr. 
Martin Luther King Parkway in southwest Durham. I would hope Chapel Hill could 
do something different.  
In any event, this should be seriously discussed, but it won’t be. For it is clear your 
minds are made up and that all arguments fall upon deaf ears.  
I no longer feel this town council represents the people of Chapel Hill, and I will be 
voting against anyone who votes for this proposal.  
  
--Brian Biswas  
P.S. I live in Chapel Hill, but I do not live on Airport road.  
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE Airport Road-joan baxter
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 2:26 PM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: Airport Road

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 11:41 AM
To: 'Joan Baxter'
Cc: George Small; A Manager/Attorney/Mgmt. Staff; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam 
Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 
'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins'
Subject: Citizen Comment RE: Airport Road

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: Joan Baxter [mailto:joanbaxter@webtv.net]
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 9:08 AM
To: Town Council
Subject: Airport Road

I am against changing the name of Airport Road to Martin Luther King Blvd.

I do not live on Airport Road.  I have no fondness for the airport, and I wouldn't 
care if you changed the road name to something else.  But MLK Blvd is too long: no 
road name shoud have more than three syllables.
Additionally, a road is not a fitting tribute; naming a building or park after King 
would be more appropriate.  I  would like to see officials to give further 
consideration to naming a local hero.
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From: Joyce Smith 
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 2:27 PM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: Re-naming Airport Road 
  
  

 
  
Joyce A. Smith 
Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
919-968-2757 
919-967-8406 Fax 

From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton 
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 11:40 AM 
To: 'azmail' 
Cc: George Small; A Manager/Attorney/Mgmt. Staff; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed 
Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins' 
Subject:  Citizen Comment RE: Re-naming Airport Road 
  

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member.  

Carol Abernethy  
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office  
Town of Chapel Hill  

  

-----Original Message----- 
From: azmail [mailto:azmail@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2004 6:17 PM 
To: Town Council 
Subject:  Re-naming Airport Road 
  
I wish to register my protest against the re-naming of Airport Road.  I own a packaging and shipping 
store, so the renaming will not only affect my business, but also the 50 individuals and businesses who 
rent private mailboxes at my location. 
  
I am not against honoring Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr...but I am against rebranding an established road.  
Why not rename South Fordham Boulevard?  Far less businesses & individuals will be affected as well it 
could help clear confusion.  We have a store location at the intersection of Smith Level Road...but 9 out of 
10 customers who look for it based on the Fordham Boulevard address wind-up near Eastgate or 
University Mall.  Here's an opportunity for the town of Chapel Hill to honor the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
*and* help rectify an already confusing road name! 
  
Please do not force an issue that creates the impression of racist attitudes where no such attitudes 
currently exist.  By this statement I mean that I am against *any* renaming of Airport Road.  The Town of 
Chapel Hill has been elected to carry out the will of the people...and the past three weeks I have heard 
nothing but negative reactions to this rebranding - from customers of all walks of life passing through my 
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doors. 
  
Peter Renfro, Owner 
Carolina Packaging 
762 Airport Road 
Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
(919) 968-1181 
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additional info-2.1-FW Comment RE Renaming Airport Rd-M Dodson
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:58 AM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Comment RE: Renaming Airport Rd

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:52 AM
To: 'mdodson@nc.rr.com'
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed 
Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins';
Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo 
Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos
Subject: Comment RE: Renaming Airport Rd

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: mdodson@nc.rr.com [mailto:mdodson@nc.rr.com]
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2004 7:57 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Renaming Airport Rd

Mayor and Council,
  I watched a story on TV about some business men that are opposed to the renaming 
of Airport Rd to Martin Luther King Blvd and would like to comment. 
  In my job I travel to cities all around the country. As part of the travel I 
always like to get out and see what the area offers.  But before I go exploring I 
generally try and get from the hotel desk some idea of the areas I don't want to be 
near.
 One location that I usually avoid is any street
name Martin Luther King Blvd.   
  One of the Airport Rd business owners said on TV the reason he was against 
changing the roads name was the cost of new stationary and confusion of his 
customers.  In the next breath he had to state he was not a racist so I suspect the 
he understands that a lot of people won't stop at business on a street named Martin 
Luther King Blvd.  And in fact many unfamiliar with the area would entirely avoid 
Marting Luther King Blvd which would hurt all of the businesses on the road.
  While I don't live in Chapel Hill, I thought it would good to provide feedback 
that may give a clue to what a lot of people are thinking, but afraid to say due to 
"Political Correctness"
Thank You,
M.Dodson
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From: Joyce Smith 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 2:19 PM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: airport road 
  
  

 
  
Joyce A. Smith 
Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
919-968-2757 
919-967-8406 Fax 

From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 1:06 PM 
To: 'Robert Giles' 
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin 
Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins'; Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine 
Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos 
Subject:  Citizen Comment RE: airport road 
  

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member.  

Carol Abernethy  
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office  
Town of Chapel Hill  

  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Robert Giles [mailto:robertgiles@nc.rr.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 12:23 PM 
To: Town Council 
Subject:  airport road 
  
If Airport Road gets renamed it ought to be in keeping with our educational Village atmosphere and 
should reflect the Village Heritage....Bill Friday Blvd....preferably Frank Porter Graham.  Better yet leave it 
Airport Road.   
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From: Joyce Smith 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 3:20 PM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: Honoring MLK Jr. -- Just Do It! History will remember it 
favorably 
  
  

 
  
Joyce A. Smith 
Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
919-968-2757 
919-967-8406 Fax 

From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 3:10 PM 
To: 'Tana Hartman' 
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin 
Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins'; Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine 
Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos 
Subject:  Citizen Comment RE: Honoring MLK Jr. -- Just Do It! History will remember it favorably 
  

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member.  

Carol Abernethy  
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office  
Town of Chapel Hill  

  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Tana Hartman [mailto:tana_hartman@med.unc.edu]  
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 1:05 PM 
To: Town Council 
Subject:  Honoring MLK Jr. -- Just Do It! History will remember it favorably 
Importance: High 
  
Honorable Mayor and Town Council members.   
  
I work in Chapel Hill at the University and, until the past month, had lived in Chapel Hill or 
Carrboro for more than a dozen years.  I frequently travel "Airport Road" and would be thrilled 
to see that road renamed to honor one of our country's greatest men, Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.   
  
I assure you, history will remember such a gesture favorably.  Please do not let those who 
oppose this gesture either for material or political reasons keep you from doing what is not only 
the right thing but is also a positive thing for a town whose physical infrastructure, including 
its roads, university, and many of its homes, was built and continues to be maintained by 
indentured or wage-slave labor.  It is an historically long-overdue gesture of reconciliation to 
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those whom we white southerners have so egregiously wronged.   
  
Thank you, 
Tana Hartman 
employee of UNC-CH and recent resident of Chapel Hill 
  
  

  

  
Tana Hartman, M.A.  
Administrative Director 
Psychiatry Education Office 
tana_hartman@med.unc.edu 
CB 7160, 10625 NSH 
Chapel Hill NC 27599-7160 
tel: 919-966-4764 option #2 
fax: 919-966-2220 

Even if I knew certainly the world would end tomorrow, I would plant an apple tree today. Martin 
Luther  
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE Council Meeting     June 14 2004-Roderick Ironside
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 2:20 PM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: Council Meeting June 14, 2004

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 1:05 PM
To: 'REironside@aol.com'
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed 
Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins';
Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo 
Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos
Subject: Citizen Comment RE: Council Meeting June 14, 2004

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: REironside@aol.com [mailto:REironside@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 12:16 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Council Meeting June 14, 2004

To the Mayor and All Council Members::                  June 14, 2004

I urge you to make no decision this evening renaming Airport
Road to Martin Luther King Road.   Or any time soon.

Instead of the current contention, community consensus is needed for a dramatic move
or change of this sort.  That could take a convenient long time.  To everyone's 
benefit.

I do not live on Airport Road.

I honor the person and memory of Martin Luther King.  I met him.  We shook hands.  
Ellen and I attended a speech/sermon in a black church in Williamsburg in 1963, 
where we and others stood in the back the whole exciting time.  

Perhaps we can think outside the box.  Beyond the original proposal but not at all 
negating its intent.  Raleigh Road?  It's long, visible.  South Road?  Pretty dull 
name.

Or some major  new road  to be created down the line.  This will surely happen in 
due course.  It's hard to imagine anyone's objecting or being inconvenienced or 
concerned about retaining local history.

Just occurred to me that we have no Washington Street.  Or Lincoln.  Or Eisenhower.
Or if we do, they are short and out of the way.  Roosevelt Drive is there, but 
minor.
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE Council Meeting     June 14 2004-Roderick Ironside
Please, let us not act in haste.  I doubt seriously that the local NAACP expected or
intended the current brouhaha.  

Sincerely,

Roderick A. Ironside                                    349 Wesley Drive
                                                    Chapel Hill  27516
                                                    929-3694
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From: Joyce Smith 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 2:20 PM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: MLK 
  
  

 
  
Joyce A. Smith 
Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
919-968-2757 
919-967-8406 Fax 

From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 11:40 AM  
To: 'Patricia Love' 
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin 
Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins'; Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine 
Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos 
Subject:  Citizen Comment RE: MLK 
  

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member.  

Carol Abernethy  
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office  
Town of Chapel Hill  

  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Patricia Love [mailto:georgelove@mindspring.com]  
Sent: Saturday, June 12, 2004 10:25 PM 
To: Cal Horton 
Subject:  MLK 
  

I have not found anyone in our neighborhood or in our circle of friends who is in favor of 
changing the name of Airport Road(and Columbia St. and NC 86 )..It will be truly disruptive 
of the spirit in which it has been suggested..to honor Rev. Martin Luther King. 
Another idea has been suggested to me..rename South Road..it is surrounded by 
University personnel who have CB addresses, it does not go SOUTH, and it runs  
 right in front of the new Black Cultural Center...South Road goes through the middle of 
campus..what better way to honor the good reverend than to change a road name to reflect 
a connection to the community through the black students and their predecessors..And it 
will not divide the community...Please don't do something just because you have the 
power. 
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____________________________________________________ 
  IncrediMail - Email has finally evolved - Click Here 

Incidentally what effect will the proposed change have on what is now OLD Highway 86? 
Please forward to the council members.  Thanks, Trish and George Love 
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additional info-2.1-Please Vote No to Renaming Roads; Vote Yes to Progress-betsy malpass
From: Betsy Malpass [betsymalpass@juno.com]
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 3:34 PM
To: George Small; sally@ibiblio.org; billstrom@nc.rr.com;
hillcc@nc.rr.com; dverkerk@nc.rr.com; ed.harrison@mindspring.com;
wardjl@email.unc.edu; Kevin Foy; mark@cdpl.org;
windsorcircle@mindspring.com; edithwiggins@nc.rr.com; Toni Pendergraph;
Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Flo Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos; Sandy
Cook; Emily Dickens; Catherine Lazorko
Cc: HRMalpass@aol.com
Subject: Please Vote No to Renaming Roads; Vote Yes to Progress

Mayor and Members of the Town Council:

 1.  Please vote "Yes" to a Resolution along the lines of Options 2A and B outlined 
in the June 14 memo from the "Council Naming Committee."  
 2.  Please vote "No" to Recommendations/Resolutions A, B, and D of the same 
committee regarding renaming Airport Road.  I believe it would be destructive to 
Town unity to REname streets without overwhelming support from those directly 
affected, and you don't have that.
 ( The name of the "Council Naming Committee" should be the "Council Renaming 
Committee,"  if what you really want them to consider is REnaming streets.)  There 
is a huge difference between naming a new street and renaming a street in which 
owners, residents, and business interests already have a stake, both psychologically
and financially.
  3.  Why not concentrate on doing something positive that everyone can support, 
that will bring people together, and that will actually help those in the community 
that most need a leg up--on education, time and money management, for example?  
Changing the name of a street or streets does not change lives.  Trips to the 
library can be enlightening, and the library is a good place to meet with a variety 
of helpers and volunteers as well.  It's a place full of books, magazines, CDs, 
computers, community information, a quiet place to think, and the TV is off.  It's 
free and is open to everyone in the Town.
  4.  If the Town were to respond to the NAACP's request with a well thought out 
response, such as dedicating NC Hwy86 as a Memorial to MLK, Jr., the ideas in Option
2 Part A sound wonderful.  This plan would accomplish the goal of honoring King 
along the route, and would not be disruptive to people and businesses with Airport 
Road addresses (or MLK,Jr addresses either).  But even better, is Option 2 Part B, 
because of it's educational thrust, and because it could likely draw more young 
people, in particular, into the library to learn about Dr. King's legacy and to 
learn about everything else too.  In contrast to Resolutions A,B, and D, Options 2A 
and 2B both honor Dr. King, and at the same time set out to make some actual 
progress towards making his Dream come true.

Thanks again for your consideration and the hard work you do on the Council, 
building and maintaining the Chapel Hill/Carrboro community as an inclusive 
community.
                Betsy Malpass
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From: Joyce Smith 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 4:26 PM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: 6/14/04 Support Renaming Airport Road to MLK Boulevard 
  
  

 
  
Joyce A. Smith 
Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
919-968-2757 
919-967-8406 Fax 

From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 4:05 PM 
To: 'mmisch@earthlink.net'  
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin 
Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins'; Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine 
Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos 
Subject:  Citizen Comment RE: 6/14/04 Support Renaming Airport Road to MLK Boulevard 
  

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member.  

Carol Abernethy  
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office  
Town of Chapel Hill  

  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Margaret Misch [mailto:mmisch@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 3:56 PM 
To: mayorandcouncil@townofchapelhill.org. 
Subject:  6/14/04 Support Renaming Airport Road to MLK Boulevard 
  
Dear Mayor Foy and Chapel Hill Town Council, 
  
  
I support renaming Airport Road to MLK Boulevard. 
  
  
Thank you, 
  
  
  
Margaret S. Misch 
629 Tinkerbell Road 
Chapel Hill, NC  27517 
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942-2535 
  
  
  
"[A] bill of rights is what the people are entitled to against every government 
on earth, general or particular, and what no just government should refuse,  
or rest on inference." Thomas Jefferson, 1787 
  
http://www.kucinich.us/ Kucinich's Issues 
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE change Airport Road to MLK Way-Kristin Munro-Leighton
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 3:20 PM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: change Airport Road to MLK Way

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 3:11 PM
To: 'munrolei@email.unc.edu'
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed 
Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins';
Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo 
Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos
Subject: Citizen Comment RE: change Airport Road to MLK Way

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: munrolei@email.unc.edu [mailto:munrolei@email.unc.edu]
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 2:34 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: change Airport Road to MLK Way

Hi, I am writing to express my strong support for the proposed plan to change the 
name of Airport Rd. to Martin Luther King Way.  MLK, Jr. is a vital part of American
history and Chapel Hill would do well to honor him in this way.  Thank you, Kristin 
Munro-Leighton
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From: Joyce Smith 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:58 AM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: FW: Citizen phone call re Airport Road 
 
 
 
 
Joyce A. Smith 
Town Clerk 
Town of Chapel Hill 
919-968-2757 
919-967-8406 Fax 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From:  Carol Abernethy  
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:43 AM 
To: Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; 
Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins' 
Cc: George Small; Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo 
Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos 
Subject: Citizen phone call re Airport Road 
 
Ken Putnam, citizen of Chapel Hill since 1944 and active in Town affairs, called the 
Manager’s Office today and asked that his comment be forwarded to the Council.  He 
opposes a change in the name of Airport Road. 
 
Carol Abernethy 
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office 
Town of Chapel Hill 
(919)968-2844 
(919)969-2063 (FAX) 
 





additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment -ron scarborough
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 2:26 PM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment 

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 11:39 AM
To: 'scarborough.ron@epamail.epa.gov'
Cc: George Small; A Manager/Attorney/Mgmt. Staff; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam 
Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 
'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins'
Subject: Citizen Comment 

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: scarborough.ron@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:scarborough.ron@epamail.epa.gov]
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2004 3:54 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: 

Forget the road.  Take Umstead Part and rename it
Martin Luther King Park.  It would be a real and living
memorial to Dr. King and would be a learning opportunity
for all kids visiting the park.  It would start with a
dedication ceremony followed by years of kids and
their parents visiting the park and being reminded
each time of the man and what he did.  The park
should include an area with a plaque and information
about  Dr. King and his accomplishments.

No kid in Chapel Hill is ever going to point to a road sign
and ask his parents to explain it.  Add to that the fact that
the sign would be virtually ignored by everyone just like ALL
street signs.  But a park would be a living and enjoyable
source of great pride for young black kids and a chance
for all kids and their parents to have Dr. King's life and
accomplishments brought to life.  What better honor
to Dr. King than a place where white and black kids play
together just as he dreamed they should.

Ron Scarborough
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment -ron scarborough
EPA ITS Contract
919-767-7160
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE renaming of Airport Road-Alan Snavely
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 3:21 PM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: renaming of Airport Road

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 3:12 PM
To: 'Alan Snavely'
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed 
Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins';
Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo 
Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos
Subject: Citizen Comment RE: renaming of Airport Road

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: Alan Snavely [mailto:asnavely@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 2:33 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: renaming of Airport Road

Mayor and Council Members --

I wrote to you early in the discussion of renaming Airport Road, suggesting that it 
seemed a stereotyped gesture, and that more appropriate recognition of Dr. King 
could be made by the Town.

I have since followed with interest the intense debate on this issue, and now 
encourage you NOT to rename Airport Road for other reasons.

First, the anger and divisiveness that have arisen are counter to the message of Dr.
King.  This aspect alone should encourage a solution supported by all citizens.

Second, I feel that some on the Council have adopted a regrettable stance of “we 
have decided what is best” ... and the road will be renamed -- without adequate 
exploration of options supported by thoughtful and concerned citizens.

Third, in discussions with many residents of Chapel Hill, I have found only *one* 
person who supports the renaming.  All find offense in the introduction of the “race
card” -- that is, if you’re against this issue
-- then you’re a racist.

My final concern is the potential for voter backlash against a Council most agree 
was elected with a strong mandate to address critical issues of University 
development.  The amount of ill-will potentially generated by the renaming of 
Airport Road could easily affect Council negotiations with the University about the 
critically important issues of Carolina North.

I urge the Mayor and Council to continue discussion of the renaming issue until 
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE renaming of Airport Road-Alan Snavely
solutions have been reached that resonate well with all citizens of Chapel Hill.

-- Alan N. Snavely
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From: HowardStewart194@aol.com 
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2004 7:35 PM 
To: Sandy Cook 
Subject: Re: June 14, 2004 Council meeting - Airport Road 
Looks like it is a done deal. Just so I will feel better about the whole thing I would like to go on record as still being 
opposed to the renaming of Airport Road.  
It would seem to me that the Council would have more pressing things to discuss than this issue. 
Sincerely,  
Howard Stewart 
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE Dr. Martin Luther King Proposal-Robert Stipe
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:55 AM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: Dr. Martin Luther King Proposal

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 10:50 AM
To: 'Robert E. Stipe'
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed 
Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins';
Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo 
Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos
Subject: Citizen Comment RE: Dr. Martin Luther King Proposal

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: Robert E. Stipe [mailto:bobstipe@mindspring.com]
Sent: Sunday, June 13, 2004 3:43 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Dr. Martin Luther King Proposal

ROBERT E. STIPE
100 Pine Lane
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514-4331

Telephone (919) 967-2448
e-mail: bobstipe@mindspring.com

To members of the Chapel Hill City Council:

Dr. King was truly one of the greatest civic leaders of the twentieth century. Few 
civic tributes to his memory can do justice to the societal change his life and good
works inspired.

But no tribute to him can be more demeaning or insulting than to name or re-name a 
local street for him. A street?!  For Heaven¹s Sake!  The proposal is a put-down 
that might more appropriately have originated with individuals whose purpose is to 
discredit King and his good works, rather than to memorialize them.

I would rather see my tax dollars spent on a bronze statue of Dr. King placed 
permanently and prominently in front of the former Chapel Hill Post Office -- 
perhaps within a setting that might also recognize the names of local individuals 
who, inspired by Dr. King, contributed so significantly to the civil rights struggle
in Chapel Hill. Many deserving local citizens come to mind.

Memorials to figures like the Rev. Martin Luther King, whose very name is in a real 
sense a memorial to another great historical figure, are too important to be 
trivialized by the name of a street, no matter its location or significance.
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE Dr. Martin Luther King Proposal-Robert Stipe

In the fifty-plus years I have lived in Chapel Hill, I have seen a lot of dumb 
proposals come and go. The one currently under consideration by the Council should 
take a prize of some sort.

Hold up, think about what you are doing, and turn this business over to a select 
group of individuals who can think more seriously and creatively than the council 
about such an important issue.

Dr. King and the historical record deserve better.

Robert E. Stipe
Chapel Hill
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additional info-2.1-FW Citizen Comment RE Airport Road's Renaming-Elizabeth Wicker
From: Joyce Smith
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 2:19 PM
To: Sandy Cook
Subject: FW: Citizen Comment RE: Airport Road's Renaming

Joyce A. Smith
Town Clerk
Town of Chapel Hill
919-968-2757
919-967-8406 Fax

-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Abernethy On Behalf Of Cal Horton
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 11:53 AM
To: 'ewicker@email.unc.edu'
Cc: George Small; Sally Greene (w); Bill Strom; Cam Hill; Dorothy Verkerk ; Ed 
Harrison; Jim Ward (w) ; Kevin Foy; Mark Kleinschmidt ; 'Jim Ward'; 'Edith Wiggins';
Toni Pendergraph; Bruce Heflin; Cal Horton; Catherine Lazorko; Emily Dickens; Flo 
Miller; Joyce Smith; Ralph Karpinos
Subject: Citizen Comment RE: Airport Road's Renaming

A copy of your email message has been forwarded to each Council Member. 
Carol Abernethy
Exec. Asst., Manager's Office
Town of Chapel Hill 

-----Original Message-----
From: ewicker@email.unc.edu [mailto:ewicker@email.unc.edu]
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2004 11:14 AM
To: Town Council; UNEXPECTED_DATA_AFTER_ADDRESS@.SYNTAX-ERROR
Subject: Airport Road's Renaming

Dear Council Members,
 
 I am sure you are receiving hundreds of emails much like this one 
concerning the renaming of Airport Road and I can only hope that you 
will act on the situation in order to serve the most good for the most 
people.  What would renaming this major road achieve?  Are we truly 
honoring Dr.MLK or just changing the name of a road where an airport 
doesn't exist anymore?  If the town of Chapel Hill is seeking to honor 
Dr. MLK then why not create a fund or a program to help the homeless 
or the schools or some other great cause in our area isn't of spending 
thousands of dollars changing the name of a street.  Actually doing 
this would take more money and more effort- but wouldn't it be worth 
it?  
  Would Dr. MLK want ANOTHER street named after him? Or would he 
prefer ACTION for the cause he lived and died for instead of this 
expensive and hollow act of symbolism?  The average business person 
and the city will have to spend money to change their address and 
their signs- but what are we really trying to say by changing the 
name?  
  Please, I urge you to not change the name of Airport Road and 
instead take that money to actually make a positive change in the 
lives of the people who would drive, walk and sleep on the "Dr. Martin 
Luther King Rd."  As a recent graduate of UNC I have little hope that 
this email we be read and little hope that Airport Rd will keep its 
name.  I implore you to prove me wrong.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Wicker
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