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Executive Summary

The 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan is the long-range guide for major transportation
investments in the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro (DCHC) metropolitan area. The 2030
Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) recommends major transportation projects,
systems, policies and strategies designed to maintain our existing systems and serve the
region's future travel needs. The DCHC-MPO LRTP is integrated with land use and air
quality strategies and goals for the urban area. Official endorsements of the Plan by the
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), USDOT, and the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) are required in order for the MPO to receive Federal funds for its
transportation investment needs. '

The plan emphasizes improvements to existing highway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian
facilities and includes policies in support of intermodal freight needs (urban goods
movement). To stretch our transportation dollars, the plan incorporates Travel Demand
Management (TDM), Transportation System Management (TSM), Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS), and Congestion Management Systems (CMS) strategies.
The adopted 2025 Transportation investments formed the foundation for the proposed
modal elements identified in this 2030 Plan.

The plan’s assessment of the projected financial resources indicates that about $5.8 billion
can be expected to be available for transportation projects through 2030, not nearly enough
to substantially expand the transportation system and meet the increase in demand from a
growing region. The majority of projected resources will barely be enough to keep pace
with the growing operating and maintenance needs of the existing-plus-committed
systems, which include repair, bus replacement, reconstruction of portions of the system,
and Intelligent Transportation Systems.

The gap between the region's transportation needs and available funding presents several
challenges that the DCHC MPO, along with other Triangle region stakeholders, must soon
address:

e Aggressively pursue both short and long term non-traditional funding sources
as well local revenue options

e Advance LRTP components to implementation through the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) consistent with the air quality conformity project
implementation schedule.

e Monitor regional growth to ensure the Plan stays abreast of the region's needs

e Initiate feasibility studies for post year projects (projects not included in the
2030 LRTP)

o Engage in the process to solve the region's air quality problems and meet the
new 8-Hour Air Quality Standard

Failure to address these challenges may result in deterioration of the transportation
infrastructure, degradation in mobility, and harm to the regional economy.
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Public Involvement

The goal of the 2030 LRTP public involvement process is to develop and support an early,
full and effective exchange of information and ideas among all transportation stakeholders
in the metropolitan area. The MPO employed a wide range of techniques to promote
citizen involvement, including direct mailings, open houses, public meetings in all parts of
the metropolitan area, and newspaper advertisements.

One of the premises of the updated public involvement process is the MPO’s commitment
to increase public understanding of how transportation decisions are made, and to
encourage participation in the planning process. With this goal in mind, MPO developed a
website and published two newsletters.

Socio-Economic & Demographic Forecasts

Accurate forecasts of future population, households, and employment are essential
components of effective transportation planning. Local jurisdictions and the Lead Planning
agency (LPA) are responsible for preparing these forecasts for the MPO. The forecast
project began with generation of County totals for population, households and
employment. It is assumed that implementation of the 2030 LRTP would have a
significant impact on land use because most of the proposed transportation systems are
either new capital highway and fixed guideway projects or widening/expansion of existing
highway and transit infrastructure.

With the socio-economic forecast for the proposed 2030 LRTP, MPO wide job levels are
expected to grow 89% from 2002 to 2030 and population is expected to increase by 72%
over the same period. Substantial population and job growth is also projected in Durham,
Orange, and Chatham Counties. The growth forecasts for 2030 are shown in the following
table and graphs.

Population, Households, and Employment Forecasts for 2030

| MPO Counties 1990 Census 2000 Census (percent 2030 Forecasts

} change) (% change from 2000)

i Population

; Durham 181,835 223,314 (23%) 374,117 (68%)
| Orange 93,851 118,227 (26%) 177,948 (51%)
| Chatham 38,759 49,329 (27%) 118,883 (141%)
} MPO Total 314,445 390,870 (24%) 670,948 (72%)
|

! Households

f Durham 72,297 89,015 (23%) 141,672 (59 %)
i Orange 36,104 45,863 (27%) 79,793 (74%)
: Chatham 15,293 19,741 (29%) 30,143 (53%)
i MPO Total 123,694 154,619 (25%) 251,608 (63%)
; Employment

; Durham 115,549 167,186 (45%) 337,023 (74%)
; Orange 51,870 63,660 (23%) 108,486 (63%)
| Chatham 21,380 26,460 (24%) 39,558 (50%)
MPO Total 188,799 257,306 (36%) 485,067 (89%)




300000

250000

200000

150000

100000

50000

]

@

Household Growth by Area 2002-2030

1990 Census

2030 Forecasts

2000 Census

OChatham
OOrange

EBDurham

COMPO Total

Employment Growth By Area 2002-2030

600000 -
~
©
<
o
©
500000 o ~
400000 -
OChatham
300000 -
» ®=Orange
-3
~
< ®WDurham
-]
200000 A L -
3 OMPO Total
w
™
-
100000 -
0 -
1990 Census 2000 Census 2030 Forecasts
Employment Growth By Area 2002-2030
600000 -
~
g
o
500000 - Q
400000 -
OChatham
300000 - =0
range
g 9
g' EmDurham
200000 - @ -
3 COMPO Total
o
-
100000 o

1990 Census

2030 Forecasts

2000 Census




@

Transportation Goals and Objectives

One of the major challenges of the 2030 LRTP is to develop a transportation system that
provides improved mobility and preserves existing infrastructure. The 2030 LRTP should
also support regional and local land use goals and work toward the region's attainment of
national air quality standards. '

The DCHC MPO Committee considered many sources of information in developing the
final goals and objectives. Ultimately, the overarching goal of the transportation strategy
remains to maintain and improve upon the safety and efficiency of the existing system. The
goals include the following:

GOALS OF THE 2030 TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Overall Transportation System:

A safe, efficient, attractive, multi-modal transportation system that: supports local land use;
accommodates trip-making choices; maintains mobility; protects the environment and
neighborhoods; and improves the quality of life for urban area residents.

Multi-Modal Street & Highway System:
An attractive multi-modal street and highway system that allows people and goods to be
moved safely, conveniently, and efficiently.

Public Transportation System:
A convenient, accessible, and affordable public transportation system, provided by public and
private operators, that enhances mobility and economic development.

Pedestrian & Bicycle System:
A pedestrian and bicycle system that: provides an alternative means of transportation; allows
greater access to public transit; and supports recreational opportunities.

Integration of Land Use & Transportation System:
A Transportation Plan that is integrated with local land use plans and development policies.

Protection of Natural Environmental & Social Systems:
A multi-modal transportation system which provides access and mobility to all residents,
while protecting the natural environment, cultural resources, and social systems.

Public Involvement:
An ongoing program to inform and involve citizens throughout all stages of the development,
update, and implementation of the Transportation Plan.




@

Highlights of the 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan Investments

Attached are maps and tables showing the planned investments for Highway, Fixed
Guideway, Transit and Bicycle/Pedestrian improvements.

The Highway, Transit, Fixed-Guideway and Bicycle/Pedestrian plan elements and the
Financial Plan are the same as those in the adopted 2025 LRTP with a few necessary
changes, such as:

1. Costs have been updated to reflect dollars in the year 2005, and known changes to
project costs in the NCDOT Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), transit
hourly operations, bus capital costs, etc.

2. The implementation years for Air Quality purposes in the 2025 LRTP have been
changed from 2005, 2010, and 2025 to 2010, 2020, and 2030.

3. Costs associated with projects completely financed before 2005 are not included.

4. Maintenance and operations costs for the years 2026 through 2030 have been added
to coincide with the extension of the planning horizon from 2025 to 2030.

Revenue projections have been modified to reflect changes to national transportation
legislation (i.e., follow-on legislation to ISTEA) currently under deliberation by the U.S.
Congress, and to account for a difference in the 2025 LRTP and 2030 LRTP plan period
(i.e., 2002-2025 versus 2005-2030).
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DCHC MPO 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan Financial Analysis

REVENUE
2005 Dollars
1 | Highway /Enhancement
1.1 | Federal /State (NHS, STP, CMAQ, NCDOT match, etc.) $2,463,247,434
1.2 | State High Trust Fund (e.g.. loop funds) $510.031,579
1.3 | Local (CIP) $348,671,109
1.4 | Private $81,988,684
Total Highway/Enhancement $3,403,938,806
2.1 | Bus Transit -- Capital
2.1.1 | Federal FTA $324,596,899
2.1.2 | State - NCDOT $20,287,309
2.1.3 | Local $60,861,927
Total bus transit -- capital $405,746,135
2.2 | Bus Transit —- Operating & Maintenance (O & M)
2.2.1 | Federal FTA $65,076,878
2.2.2 | State - NCDOT $110,558,122
2.2.3 | Local $255,549,132
2.2.4 | Fare $131,643,283
Total bus transit -- operating & maintenance $562,827,415
Total Bus Transit — Capital and O & M $968,573,550
3.1 | Fixed Guideway Transit — Capital (i.e., TTA phase 1, US 15-501)
3.1.1 | Federal FTA $469,873,440
3.1.2 | State - NCDOT $234,936,725
3.1.3 | Local $123,208,335
Total fixed guideway transit capital 3828,018,500
3.2 | Fixed Guideway Transit - O & M (i.e., TTA phase 1, US 15-501)
3.2.1 | Federal FTA $98,905,722
3.2.2 | State - NCDOT $157,156,154
3.2.3 | Local $220,866,164
3.2.4 | Fare $147,125,899
Total Fixed Guideway O & M 3624,053,939
Total Fixed Guideway Transit — Capital and O & M $1,452,072,439
Total Bus and Fixed Guideway Transit $2,420,645,989
Total Transportation Plan Revenue $5.824.584.795




DCHC 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)

COSTS

COST ESTIMATES (2005 Dollars)

No. | Cost Components

2005 dollars

1 Highway

1.1 | Improvement

$2,485,861,250

1.2 | Maintenance

$741,618,431 |

. | Total Highway Program $3,227,479,681
- i
2 : Public Transportation -Transit/Fixed Guideway/Rail
2.1 | Bus Transit Cost $2,253,122,343
|
2.2 | Transit High Capacity $102,257,642
2.3 | Fixed Guideway (New Starts) $1,028,893,265
2.4 | Rail ROW Corridor Protection $13,575,623
Total Public Transportation (Rail) $3,397,848,873
3 | Non Motorized Transportation
Bike Facilities $108,982,015
Sidewalks & Pedestrian Walkways $20,383,000
Total $129,365,015 .
4 | TDM $49,785,750
5 | ITS/TSM $56,680,000

[ TOTAL 2025 Transgortation Plan

$6,861,159.319
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DCHC 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan Financial Analysis

COST & REVENUE COMPARISON
AND
NON TRADITIONAL REVENUE SOURCES

COST AND REVENUE COMPARISON 2005 Dollars
1 Total Transportation Cost E stim:tc; | $6,861,159.319
2 Total Transportation Revenue Forecast (traditional sources) $5,824,584,795
Shortfall ($1.036,574,524)

NON TRADITIONAL REVENUE SOURCES

A Motor (Gasoline) Fuel Tax - (22 years) $187,489,000
(5% on retail gas cost ($1.40 per gallon)

B Vehicle Personal Property Tax Increase (22 years) $0

(10 cents tax per $100 of vehicle value)

C Vehicle Registration - Phased implementation $129,780,000
($10/vehicle/year)
Total Non Traditional Revenue Sources $317.249.000
| TOTAL REVENLUE (traditional & non-traditional) | $6,141,833,795
|
| Difference - shortfall | (8719.325.524)
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Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro
Metropolitian Planning Area

2030 Long Range Transportation Plan
Recommended Highways
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