PETITION
For Designationasa Neighbor hood Conservation Digtrict

To: Town of Chapd Hill
From: Mason Farm Neighborhood Association

Date: October 17, 2005

We, the undersigned, ask that our neighborhood be designated a Neighborhood
ConsarvatioDidrict We represent 59%of the homeownersin the proposeddidgtrict.

Our neighborhood isaresdentia areain exigencefor over 50 years. It isan atractive,
well-mantained areaof Sngle-family homes, many of which are of architecturd interedt,
indluding severd houses designed by James M. Webb, the renowned Chapd Hill
architect. It meets the criteria pertaining to aminimum of one block face, percent
improved property and cohesive character for designation asa Neighborhood
Consarvation Didrict.

We have sarious concernsabout trendsin development that threeten the sngle-family
nature of the neighborhood. Our neighborhood abuts an ever-growing Universty of
North Carolinacampus and istherefore increasingly dtractiveto groups of students
seeking housing. Within the past decade, the number of non-owner occupied, al-rental
single family homes within the proposed ditrict for our neighborhood has increased from
one of thetota 39 homes (2.6%) to 7 homes (17.9%). Homeownersin our neighborhood
have been forced to file legd actions based on redrictive covenantsin order to seek to
protect the character of the neghborhood. Homeowners have, on severd occassons,

contacted the town ingpectionsand planning departmentsto ask for enforcement of the
Town's occupancy redrictions. We fed that the character of our family-based
neighborhood will change dramaticdly to the detriment of existing homeowners and

property vaues unless seps are taken in the very near futureto presarve itsintegrity.

In addition, our neighborhood has been dramatically impacted by university expangion.

The universty has purchased 7 of our origind single family homes, contracted to buy 2
more, ad hg recer?tlljy declared its intenti%n to a:gui reb rr){ore homes - atota of %/o of

our former and current neighborhood homes - and to add two lanes to Mason Farm Road
on the south Sde of the new family housing units. We petition the Town for hepin
ressting these further incursgonsinto our neighborhood.

Proposad Boundariesaof the Digtrict
A map outlining the District we propose is shown below. The Didrict would includeall

propertiesdong Whitehead Circle, Whitehead Road, Gooseneck Road, the west side of
Otey's Road, and the south Sde of Mason Farm Road from Purefoy Road to Otey's Road.



It al so includesfour homes on the north side of Mason Farm Road, the Chapdl Hill
Kehillah, and the property at 111 Purefoy Road, all of which are subject to the current
Mason Farm Road Devel opment covenant that coversseverd other homesin the
neighborhood. All the above properties are zoned R-1 except for two that are zoned R-4:
the Chapel Hill Kehillah, andthe property at 111 Purefoy Road.

Reques for Interim Protection Against High-Densty Rental Congtruction

In view of the rapid changestaking place in our neighborhood and the pressing concerns

of itshomeowners, we ask that the Town not postpone action on our petition until after

the springof 2006, when action is planned on other neighborhood petitions. We further
ask for assistance fromthe Town during the period when our petitionis under
consideration. Specifically, we request that the following be prohibited: 1) the
subdivisonof lots; 2) the construction of new units or remodeling of existing units that
would create more than one dwelling unit on asinglelot, including duplexes, except for
accesory gpartments expresdy permitted by the Chapd Hill Land Use Management
Ordinance.

MAP OF PROPOSED NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION DISTRICT

(et - . JPTII




Petition For Desgnation of the M ason Farm Neighborhood asa
Neghborhood Conservation Digrict

The Undersigned homeowners support the petition:
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Petition For Designation of Mason Farm Neighborhood asa
Neghbor hood Conservation District

The Undersigned homeownerssupport the petition:

Name Address
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Petition For Designationof Mason Farm Neighborhood asa
Neighbor hood Conservation District

The Undersigned homeowners support the petition:

Name Address
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