@ ATTACHMENT §
Tuesday, September 25, 2001

City of Chapel Hill

City Council

Rosmary I. Waldorf, Mayor
Flicka Bateman, Council Member
Joyce Brown, Council Member
Pat Evans, Council Member
Kevin Foy, Council Member
Lee Pavio, Mayor Pro Tem

Bill Strom, Council Member
Jim Ward, Council Member
Edith Wiggins, Council Member
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Dear City Council Members:

Please find attached a petition entitled "PETITION TO ABOLISH RESIDENTIAL
HOMEOWNERS PORTION OF BUSES SERVING "V ROUTE" CHAPEL HILL
TRANSIT." The attachment includes a true and accurate copy of all original signature
pages. A copy of the enclosed has also been submitted to Mary Lou Kuschatka, Director
Transportation Services, City of Chapel Hill Transit; Graham Dych, Board President of
Southern Village; and, John Lawton, HRW Homeowners Association Representative for
Southern Village. We have also had one informal meeting with Mary Lou Kuschatka
where we were informed that she would attempt to initiate by mid-October a City
Council hearing concerning the relief requested in our petition.

As set forth in the petition, we respectfully seek immediate consideration for relief and
redress. Should you have the authority to grant the requested relief, alone or in
combination with the other petitioned parties, we request such relief. Should, however, a
hearing be necessary and appropriate, we respectfully request such hearing as soon as
possible to avoid any unnecessary delay. As you may know, the City of Chapel Hill
Transit and Transportation Services has a deadline of sometime in late October 2001 to
discontinue, abolish, reevaluate and/or re-route the present bus and transit services.

We respectfully contend that the results of this petition drive overwhelmingly support (1)
abolishing all transit bus and public transportation services to the entire homeowner
residential area of Southern Village and (2) prohibiting all non-resident commuter
parking in the entire homeowner residential area of Southern Village. We further petition
that all signage relating to any and all "Bus Stops" in the homeowner residential area of
Southern Village be removed.

As set forth in the attached "Tabulation" of the results of this petition, attempts were
made to personally contact (nearly all door-by-door) on at least one occasion 98% of the
occupied residential homeowner households. Moreover, an impressive and statistically
significant representation (approximately 61%) of the total occupied residential



@

.neowner households that were successfully contacted had a position respecting the
petition, i.e., the household signed in support of the petition or opposed the petition.

Of the households that were successfully contacted, and a position (i.e., signed in favor of
the petition or declined to sign opposing the petition) was taken by a resident of such
household, an overwhelming 87% signed the petition in favor of the matters set forth
therein. The number of occupants residing in households signing in favor of the petition
was a staggering 845 individuals. Unfortunately, 216 residential households were not
successfully contacted, however, we submit that the percentages would not vary because
the 61% successfully contacted is more that statistically significant.

In fact, in prorating the tabulations to include the unsuccessfully contacted households, a
staggering 493 households support the petition (305 + .87(216) and an overwhelming
1484 households residents (845 + (.87)(216)(845/305) support the petition.

Thus, we respectfully submit that these petition results more than adequately demonstrate
that an overwhelming percentage and number of Southern Village homeowner residents
want all public transportation and all non-resident commuter parking re-routed from the
homeowner residential portion of Southern Village to the Park & Ride area. We,
however, recognize that some fully appropriate public transportation may need to be
provided to the homeowner residential area, such as that mandated by State or Federal
Law, such as, for example, handicap-assisted van pools.

We further respectfully acknowledge that transit bus or other public transportation to the
long-established Park & Ride area in the commercial portion of Southern Village has
been purposely excluded from this petition. Hence, any relief and redress granted in
response to this petition would in no way affect bus or other transit service or commuter
parking in the commercially designated Park & Ride portion of Southern Village.

Also, in moving forward with other issues (e.g., reducing the speed of vehicles in
Southern Village), concerns (e.g., the need for a traffic light at Arlen Park Drive and
15/501) and prospective developments (e.g., development of the commercial area in
Southern Village) within and affecting Southern Village, we would respectfully request
that public hearings/meetings be scheduled, and that the homeowners be notified, invited
and encouraged to attend such hearings. We firmly believe that by encouraging
communication, all concerned parties will all benefit and Southern Village will thrive and
continue to be a valuable asset to the City of Chapel Hill.

Respectfully yours,

Christopher P. Rogers, Esq.
on behalf of:

John D. Wagner

Melanie Joy

Geri H. Rogers

Lori Boldt
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TABULATION OF SOUTHERN VILLAGE RESIDENTIAL HOMEOWNER

PETITION

Category of Tabulated Results Result
Approximate Total Number of Occupied Residential 574
Homeowner Households in Southern Village
Approximate Total Number of Occupied Residential 566
Homeowner Households Where An Attempt Was Made On
At Least One (1) Occasion to Contact the Homeowner
Percentage of Total Occupied Residential Homeowner 98%

Households Where An Attempt Was Made On At Least
One (1) Occasion to Contact the Homeowner

(566/574 x 100%)

Total Number of Residential Homeowner Households 350
Successfully Contacted That Had A Position On The
Petition (i.e., Signed or Opposed the Petition)
Percentage of Total Occupied Residential Homeowner 61%

Households Successfully Contacted That Had a Position on

(350/574 x 100%)

the Petition
Total Number of Residential Homeowner Households That 305
Signed the Petition
Total Number of Residential Homeowner Households That 45
Opposed Signing the Petition

Percentage of Residential Homeowner Households That 87%
Signed In Support of the Petition (305/350 x 100%)

Percentage of Residential Homeowner Households That 13%
Opposed The Petition (45/350 x 100%)

Total Number of Occupants In Residential Households 845

That Signed In Support of the Petition
Total Number of Residential Households Where Contact 216

Was Unsuccessful

(566 minus 350)
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PETITION TO ABOLISH RESIDENTIAL HOMEOWNER PORTION OF
BUSES SERVING "V ROUTE" CHAPEL HILL TRANSIT

What Is Petitioned

WE, the homeowner residents of Southern Village by signature herein, respectfully
petition the City of Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill Transit, the governing Board of
Southern Village and its members, and HRW, Inc. to abolish bus transit service to
any and all paved roads within the homeowner residential area of Southern Village,
including but not limited to the "V Route" promulgated by Chapel Hill Transit.

WE further respectfully petition, alternatively and collectively, the City of Chapel
Hill, Chapel Hill Transit, the governing Board of Southern Village and its
members, and HRW, Inc. take any reasonable and legal means to diligently and
continuously ensure, to a reasonably achievable degree, that no motor vehicles,
being the responsibility of or under the control of, non-resident commuters
utilizing the Southern Village Park & Ride area be permitted to park on paved
roads within the homeowner's residential area of Southern Village.

If necessary and appropriate to grant relief, WE respectfully request a hearing with
the City of Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill Transit, the governing Board of Southern
Village, and HRW, Inc., individually and/or collectively, to seek redress and relief.

WE make this petition based, at least in part, on the following generalized
concerns, including but not limited to:

o Unreasonable and unnecessary physical intrusion in terms of the size of the
buses, the number of buses, the timing, sight, disruptive sound, air quality and
pollution, bus signs, bus stops and the extreme frequency and degree thereof

e Unreasonable and unnecessary intrusion in view of the very low number of

passengers, i.e., "ridership", and the close proximity to the Park & Ride Station

in the non-residential portion of Southern Village, which would cause no undue
burden to use

Non-resident commuters parking on residential streets

Security of the homes and streets of Southern Village

Safety of the streets and sidewalks of Southern Village

Potential to at least modestly reduce homeowner's property values

What Is Not Petitioned

This petition, of course, does not apply to any motor vehicles, publicly or privately
operated, not expressly referred to in this petition, such as (but not exhaustively
listed) construction related vehicles; U.S. Postal vehicles; privately operated mail
carriers; Fire, Police and other government-related vehicles, vehicles of guest's of
residents; privately and publi€ly operated refuse and garbage removal/recycling
service vehicles; publicly and privately operated delivery vehicles; and, any and all
other publicly or privately operated vehicles delivering or servicing the needs of
the residential community.

This petition also does not apply to any transportation services, public or private,
including such services traveling through the residential portion of Southern
Village, that if disaffected would contravene or otherwise violate any applicable
and enforceable Federal or State Law.
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