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163-278.6(6) reads as rewritten:
ontribute' or 'contribution' mean any
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also include, without limitation, the
sale of services, campaign literature
s, wearing apparel, tickets or

ices to campaign events such as rallies

and the proceeds of sale of any

ated services or goods. Notwithstanding

g meanings of 'contribution, ' the word
construed to include services provided

ensation by individuals volunteering a
11 of their time on behalf of a

olitical committee, or referendum
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committee. Th
an 'independe
'contribution

L term 'contribution' does not include
nt expenditure.' The term
' does not include a grant from a

governmental

entity under a uniform program of

grants to the

campaigns of candidates for elective

office within

the jurisdiction of that governmental

entity if: (i

) the grants are available to any

candidate for

office who meets a set of criteria

drawn by the

government, (ii) the criteria are

drawn to furt

her the public purpose of free

elections and

do not discriminate for or against

any candidate

on the basis of race, creed, position

on issues, st

atus of incumbency or nonincumbency,

or party affj

liation, and (iii) the grants are

restricted tg

use for campaign purposes. Grants

pursuant to s

uch a program are not subject to the

contribution

limitations of G.S. 163-278.13 and the

prohibitions

on corporate contributions of G.S. 163-

278.15 or 163

-278.19, but shall be reported as if

they were con

tributions in all campaign reports

required by 1

aw to be filed by the campaigns

receiving thse

grants.”

SECTION 2. Artic]
by adding a n

e 21 of Chapter 160A is amended
ew section to read:

"S 160A-499. Uniform, nondiscriminatory program of public

financing of election campaigns.

A governing body of a ¢

ounty with a population

exceeding 50,000 accordir

g to the most recent decennial federal

census may appropriate fy

nds for a uniform program of grants to

the campaigns of candidat

es for county office in that county if:

(i) the grants are available to any candidate for an office who

meets a set of criteria drawn by the county, (ii) the criteria

are drawn to further the

public purpose of free elections and do

not discriminate for or against any candidate on the basis of

race, creed, position on

issues, status of incumbency or

nonincumbency, or party affiliation, and (iii) the grants are

restricted to use for campaign purposes.

A governing body of a ¢ity with a population exceeding

30,000 according to the most recent decennial federal census may

appropriate funds for a yniform program of grants to the

campaigns of candidates for city office in that city if: (i) the

grants are available to any candidate for an office who meets a

set of criteria drawn by

the city, (ii) the criteria are drawn

to further the public purpose of free elections and do not

discriminate for or against any candidate on the basis of race,

creed, position on issues, status of incumbency or

nonincumbency, or party affiliation, and (iii) the grants are

restricted to use for campaign purposes.

Any county or city exercising authority under this section

shall report its action to the State Board of Elections and the

county board of election

s in any county in which it has

territory."
SECTION 3. Artic

by adding a new section
"§ 160A-500. Authority t

le 21 of Chapter 160A is amended
to read:
6 set stricter political

contribution limi

ts and campaign reporting thresholds

for local office.
A governing body of a

county may set contribution

limits at a dollar amoun

t lower than those provided in G.S. 163-

278.13 with respect to e

lections for county offices in that
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county. A governing body

of a county may set a lower dollar

amount than set forth in

G.S. 163-278.8 as a threshold for

reporting the name, address, and principal occupation of a
contributor, as those items are prescribed to be reported in
G.S. 163-278.11, with respect to elections for county offices in
that county.

A goverhing body of a gity may set contribution limits at
a dollar amount lower thgn those provided in G.S. 163-278.13
with respect to electionsg for city offices in that city. A
governing body of a city|may set a lower dollar amount than set
forth in G.S. 163-278.8 ds a threshold for reporting the name,
address, and principal ogcupation of a contributor, as those
items are prescribed to he reported in G.S. 163-278.11, with
respect to elections for city offices in that city.

This section does not authorize a county or city to set a
higher dollar amount than the general law in Chapter 163 of the
General Statutes as either a contribution limit or a threshold
for reporting. This section does not authorize a county or city
fo set a contribution limit lower than two hundred dollars
($200.00) for contribution from one source to one recipient per
election. This section do¢es not authorize a county or city to
set a reporting threshold for a contributor at lower than twenty
dollars ($20.00).

Any county or city exercising authority under this section
shall report its action to the State Board of Elections and the
county board of electiong in any county in which it has
territory."

SECTION 4. G.S. 153A-445 reads as rewritten:
"S 153A-445. Miscellaneous powers found in Chapter 160A.

(a)A county may take ac¢tion under the following
provisions of Chapter 160A:

(1) Chapter 160A, Article 20, Part 1. - Joint Exercise
of Powers. :

(2) Chapter 160A, Article 20, Part 2. - Regional
Councils of Governments.

(3) G.S. 160A-487. - Financial support for rescue
squads.

(4) G.S. 160A-488. - Art galleries and museums.

(5) G.S. 160A-492. - Human relations programs.

(6) G.S. 160A-497. - Senior citizens programs.

(7) G.S. 160A-48P. - Auditoriums, coliseums, and
convention and civic centers.

8) G.S. 160A-498. - Railroad corridor preservation.

(9) G.5. 160A-499. - Uniform,
nondiscriminatory program of public financing of
election campaigns.

(10) G.S. 160A+500. - Authority to set

stricter pol

itical contribution limits and campaign

reporting th

resholds for local office.

(b) This section is fo
any section of Chapter 1
affect the applicability

SECTION 5. No la
act becomes effective, t
complete a study of a va
local government electio
description of the basic
a collection of referenc
North Carolina to use in
appropriated from the Ge

r reference only, and the failure of
FO0A to appear in this section does not
of that section to counties."

ter than 18 months after this

he State Board of Elections shall
riety of public financing programs for
ns in the United States, prepare a
elements generally present, and compile
e materials for local governments in
designing their programs. There is
neral Fund to the State Board of
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Elections for the 2003-20Q04 fiscal year the sum of fifteen
thousand dollars ($15,00Q) for this purpose.

SECTION 6. This act is effective when it becomes
law.
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