MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING
OCTOBER 20, 1947

BOOK 7 PAGE 588

A public rearing, before the Board of Aldermen, was held in the
Courtroom of the Town Hall on October 20th for the purpose of discussing
the recommendations of a committee, composed of E, S, Lanier, P1 L. Burch,
and G, 0., Devis, for proposed ordinances to regulate the traffic and
parking conditions now existing in Chapel Hill.

Mayor Madry presided over the meéting and all members of the Board
were present except Mr, Davis., Mr. RayAkMr. Hinchaw were also present.

Upon motion of Mr. Patterson, seconded by Mr. Lanier and passed,
the report of the committee adopted October 8th and appearing in minute
Book 7 at Page 384 was amended by changing Item 1 to read: "The installation
of parking meters on Columbia Street, both sides, from Kosemary Street
to a point on S. Columbia Street 150 feet south of Franklin Street, thus
taking in the entire business zone on this street", and by adding to
item 1 the following: "No parking meters to be installed in front of
the postoffice on Franklin Street. This space to be marked "10 minute
parking® for use of postoffice patrons. Four parking spaces on Henderson
Street to be similarly marked,? Item la added: No U turns on Franklir Street.

After amending the committee report, the six items appearing thereon
were discussed in reverse order.

There wes some discussion with reference to the proposed installation
of a stop light et the intersectlion of Henderson and Franklin Streets
and the proposal to prohibit any U turns. The matter of providing traffic
lanes for left, right and tkrough traffic was discussed.

The matter of prohibiting overnight parking in the business section
wase discussed and Mr. Lanier explained that this provision was set forth
due to the inability of the street-cleaning crew to kERpxkkmxsxExmxix
EXmamx properly cleasn the streets at night with meny cars parked thereon.
the parking of
Those present were unanimously in favor of prohibiting/trailers,
trucks, moving vans eand the like on the streets overnight. Suggestion
was made to reguest the highway department to provide a by-pass for he:svy
traffic paesing through Chapel Hill.

The main item for discussidn was the proposal for the installation
of parking meters in the main business section. Mr. Bennett, President
of the Merchants Association, spoke in opposition to the metefs. Mr,
Bennett suggested that a possible solution for a better turn-over of
traffic would be that of limiting the parking time to thirty minutes
instead of the present hour. Mr. Phipps. representing various business
men opposed to the meters, suggested that Franklin Street be marked for
six traffic lanes, that parking be changed to parallel, and that double
parking be allowed for ten minute periods. He alsc suggested that over-
night parking be prohibited on main street end that one side only parking
be permitted on the narrow streets,

The following suggestions for alternatives to the parking meter
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plan were presented in a statement signed by representatives of
fraternities located on South Columbia Street,

l. A strict enforcement of bresent parking regulstions.

2. Change the existing reguletion to a thirty minute limit
between the Village Apartments and the Elementary School
on Franklin Street,

3. If deemed necessary, extend the restricted parking zone
to include Columbia Street from the City Hall to the
driveways bordering the Archer House and Eubanks properties
on South Columbia _treet,
To encourage the use of present svaileble parking facilities
on Columbia Street ad jecent to the Town Hall,

Others speaking in opposition to the meters were a representative
of The Grail, J., M. Saunders, Paul Eubanks and Ben Schreiber, Among
those favoring the meters were John Umstead, Louis Graves, Phillips

Kussell and K. H, namilton,

After considerable discussion of all phases of the traffic and
parking problem, the Board deferred action until a later meeting,

Upon motion duly made and carried, the meeting adjourned.
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