MINUTES

Board of Aldermen Town of Chapel Hill

The Board of Aldermen met at a regular meeting on January 26,
1970 at 7:30 P.M. with the following members present: Mayvor Lee,
Aldermen Prothro, Scroggs, Smith, Coxhead, Bernholz and Nassif. Also
present were Town Manager Peck and Town Clerk Reoberts. Planning
Board members present were: (Cleaveland, Weiss, Umstead, Shearer and
Locke,

Public Hearing:

Mayor Lee announced that a public hearing had been advertised
for this time to consider rezoning to R-3 of an area north of
McMasters Street and a unified housing application for that area.

REZONING-McMASTERS STREET

Mayor Lee told the Board that a petition had been submitted by
Housing, Inc. for rezoning from R-4 and R-15 to R-3 of land lying
between McMasters Street and Bolin Creek including the property of
William Norwood and the property owned by the Town of Chapel Hill,
containing about ten (10) acres. Mr. Badgett, Housing, Inc., told
the Board that thev had an option on the land belonging to Mr.
Norwood and wanted to put forty four (44} units of housing on this
land and that the units would be leased to the Chapel Hill Housing
Authority. He said the original understanding had been that there
were four (4) acres in the site but that a survey had shown there
were only 3.25 acres on the site which would make the zoning from
the current R-4 toc R-3 necessary to meet the density requirements.
The additicnal land had hkeen included in the rezoning reguest to
meet the requirement of not less than five (5) acres in an R-3
district. Mr. Badgett then presented the proposal for the forty
four (44) units. He told the Board there would be fourteen (14) two-
bedroom units, twenty (20) three-bedroom units and ten (10) four-
bedrocom units. Mr. Umstead asked about the grades which appeared to
be excessive? Mr. Badgett said there were some difficult grades
particularly on the north side but that he felt evervthing was

" acceptable. Alderman Nassif asked about finished grades? But these
ware not shown on the plans presented. Mr. Badgett said that the lower

apartments in some cases shown on the plan would have windows
only in the front and that the kitchens would have no windows. He
salid that this apparently was against the state code and he was
working with the Building Inspector on the problem. He said the
parking ratio exceeded that required by the zoning ordinance. He
gaid that the only entrance to the project would be to Church Street
and that was his understanding that there was adequate right—-of-way
at that point. Alderman Prothro asked about play area? He pointed
out some tot lots and noted that this was adjacent to a Town park
which should be adequate. William Merritt told the Board that
Church Street was already overcrowded and that either it should be
widened or McMasters Street opened out or another exit provided

for the project. Carl Johnson, also with Housing, Inc., told the
Board that the extension of Church Street would serve only this
project, not be a through street and that the project itself would
clean up some land that is now covered with junk. Mr. Merrxitt said
that McMasters Street should be extended both to Columbia Street
and Nunn Street. Marvin Norwood said that he owned the land at the
end of Church Street and that he did not think there was any right-
cf-way through there. He said that he opposed the rezoning. Ben
Perry, Chairman of the Redevelopment Commission, asked if this was

in the redevelopment area? It is. He then said that the Redevelopment
Commission should be asked to consider this rezoning and the project
itself. Alderman Nassif said there seemed to be considerable problem
with the site planning, the building location, the grade on the
driveway and that he opposed the construction of a building on the
side hill which would leave only windows and doors on one side of

. the apartment. He suggested a scale model be prepared for this

difficult site. Alderman Smith suggested an access to Pritchard
Avenue. Alderman Nassif asked if the Heousing Authority had approved

thig? Mrs. Williams said that it had been approved by them and by
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HUD and that the apartments were needed. Alderman Prothro moved,
seconded by Alderman Smith that the rezoning be referred to the
Planning Board and the Redevelopment Commission for study and ‘
recormendation. This was unanimously carried. Mr. Perry noted tha
this might reguire an amendment to the NDP application.

SPECIAL USE-HOUSING, INC.

Alderman Scroggs said he felt the plan was not adeguate for
consideration of special use and a question of finished grades and
driveway grades should be shown in a workable plan with consideration
being given to topography. He said he did not feel that the plan —_—
should even be referred to the Planning Board. Alderman Nassif agreed. .

A report on this project by the Community Appearance Commission

was read as follows: The Project Review Committee has reviewed the, site —
plan, preliminary elevations and the bird's eye perspective for theé
Church Street Apartments at the north end of Church Street and submits

the following report:

1. That this project cannot be adeguately reviewed without a
plan showing finished grades {including retaining walls).

2. That a map showing existing natural landscape elements including
those to be preserved, be submitted for review.

3. That there is no indication that the siting of streets, parking
and buildings shows any consideration of the extreme slopes of
the site and are undesirable as designed.

4. That first floor apartments have windows only on one wall which
the committee finds highly undesirable visually and functiocnally.

Mr. Johnson said that a finished grade plan had been prepared
and would be submitted and asked about the dates for future
consideration of this matter. The Board of Aldermen will meet
again on February 2, 1970, the Planning Board on February 3, 1970,
the Community Appearance Commission on February 7, 1870, the =
Redevelopment Commission will have to call a special meeting and the
Board of Aldermen would meet again on February 9, 1970. Alderman
Scroggs moved, seconded by Alderman Nassif to reguest the developer
to return the application in proper form to the Beoard of Aldermen at
the February 2, 1970 meeting and that the Town Planner and Manager
review the plans prior to that time to see that they meet all
reguirements. Alderman Nassif said that an improved site planning
should be consgsidered. The motion was unanimously carried.

The hearing was adjourned at 8:25 P.M. and the regular meeting
called to order.

MINUTES
Alderman Nassif moved, seconded by Alderman Screoggs that the

minutes of the meeting of January 12, 1970 be approved as distributed.
This was unanimously carried.

-

HOUSING INSPECTION

Don Gillespie, reporting for the Citizens Advisory Committee,
recommended much additional publicity and public relations before
beginning inspections in areas outside of the project area. Alderman
Nassif moved, seconded by Alderman Scroggs to accept this petition
and to consider it later on the agenda. . f“?

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Ben Perry, Chairman of the Redevelopment Commission, told the
Board that adoption of the resolution proposed at the January 12,
1970 meeting would not be advisable as it could cause difficulties
in the igsuance of bonds and that HUD felt there were sufficient
safequards in their processes to make any such delay recommended
in the resolution unnecessary. He suggested that the Board adopt
this as a recommendation not as a formal resoluticon. Alderman




Nassif said that the Board was only asking that sufficient time be
allowed for a full understanding by the people within the proiject
area before activity was started. Mavor Lee noted that there was a
credibility gap and that the people in the area were somewhat
distrustful of the Town Board and the Redevelopment Commission,
possibly based on the experiences in Durham, and that all effort
should be made to close this gap. Mr. Perry said that if there

was a problem with the Redevelopment Commission that the Board of
Aldermen had the authority to handle this as a department of the
Town and eliminate the Redevelopment Commission. Mayor Lee said
this was not what he had in mind, just that the Redevelopment
Commission continue te do public relations work and explanation

of the project. Mr, Perry noted they were limited in what they
could do because they had no staff. Alderman Nassif said there was
no intention to tie down the Redevelopment Commission only to try
#do.assist in the understanding process. Alderman Prothro asked if
the Board would accept this as a recommendation rather than a
resolution. They agreed to this. Alderman Coxhead moved, seconded
by Alderman Prothro to adopt the following recommendation. This
was unanimously carried.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE BCOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF CHAPEL
HILL CONCERNING REHABILITATION ACTIVITIES BY THE REDEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF CHAPEL HILL

WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen have by Resoclution approved
Neighborhood Development Plan identified as the "Northside-Knolls
Neighborhood Program”, and

WHEREAS, some concern has been expressed over rehabilitation.
activities in the area defined in sald Plan pricr to a fuller
understanding of said redevelopment program, and the rehabilitation
grants and loans pursuant thereto by the residents of said area,
and

WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen feels that the residents of
said area should be fully informed of such matters prior to the
implimentation of said program. '

NOW , THEREFORE, it is the recommendation of the Board of
Aldermen of the Town of Chapel Hill that the Redevelopment
Cormission of the Town of Chapel Hill delay any rehabilitation
activities pursuant toc said program until the residents of said
area have bheen informed of the requirements and conseguences
thexeof, and the Redevelopment Commission of the Town of Chapel
Hill is requested to proceed immediately with its continuing
efforts to inform residents of said area of the rehabilitation
standards described by said Plan, and the nature and cconsequences
of the implimentation of said program.

HOUSING APPEALS BOARD

A proposed ordinance was read which would create a Housing
Appeals Board under the minimum housing ordinance. The lancuage of
the ordinance was questioned in several cases but in most cases was
copied directly from the enabling act. Alderman Bernholz asked if
the powers of this Board could be broadened to consider other
aspects of housing? Alderman Scroggs moved, seconded by Alderman
Coxhead to delay the discussion of this matter until the Town

ttorney was present and get a copy of this proposed ordinance to
the Citizens Advisory Commission. This was unanimously carried.

WORKABLE PROGRAM

Alderman Prothro said that she had read the workable program
as prepared and found it satisfactory. Alderman Nassif asked if the
Citizens Advisory Commission had been given copies of it? No.
Alderman Nassif moved, seconded by Alderman Bernholz to give copies
of the program to the Citizens Advisory Committee and delay action

W)

until February 2, 1970. This was unanimously carried. iﬁCROHLMEDHBn




INSPECTIONS

Alderman Nassif said that he would like to have a complete
proposal on making inspections in parts of Town other than the
redevelopment area including copies of forms to be used, this
information to be provided before starting any inspections. Mayor Lee
said that there should be more public relations work done and that
the positive approach should be taken rather than saying this was
only a requirement of the workable program to satisfy HUD. The
Building Inspector was asked to make a presentation of this at
the February 2, 1970 meeting.

. VACANT UNCLAIMED LOTS 7 i'

e

Mr., Little reported on all Town owned property and noted that -
the lots shown as vacant and property owners unknown were all
outside of Town. He did note that there were two (2) pieces of
property with a long record of uncollected taxes. The Town Attorney
was asked to check on these two (2) pieces of properity and any
others with a similar tax record.

HIGHWAY ENCROACHMENT

2Alderman Prothro moved, seconded by Alderman Smith the Town
Manager be authorized to sign a highway encroachment agreement for
the proposed sewer extension from Bolin Creek at Hillsborough Street
to West Franklin Street. This was unanimously carried.

SUBDIVISION-ELLIOTT ROAD

The Town Manager reported that the two-lot subdivision on
Elliott Road had been withdrawn.

CIVIL DEFENSE

Mayor Lee announced that Henry Meares had been appointed as
new Civil Defense director. _ o

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Mayor Lee announced that Mrs. George Taylor had resigned
from the Citizens 2dvisory Committee and that the committee had
been asked for recommendations for replacement and that nominations
would be held after the next meeting of the Advisory Commission.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Alderman Prothro reminded the Board that two of the Chapel
4ill Policemen had been honored by the Chapel Hill-Carrboro Jaycees
last week, that Patrolman Jim Hardee had been given the distinguished
award and that Leiutenant Lindy Pendergrass had been given the
Community Service Award. '

The meeting adjourned at 10:25 P.M.
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