MODIFICATICON OF SPECIAL USE

The Board agreed that requests for modification of special use
should go to the Planning Board prior to coming to the Board of
Aldermen.

The Meeting adjourned at 10:39 P.M.
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MINUTES |

Board of Aldermen Town of Chapel Hill

The Board of Aldermen met at a regular meeting on August 3, 1970 at
4:00 P.M. with the following members present: Mayor Lee, Aldermen
Nassif, Smith, Welsh, Scroggs, Coxhead and Bernholz. Alsoc present
were Town Manager Peck and Town Clerk Roberts.

MINUTES

2Alderman Nassif moved, seconded by Alderman Smith to approve the
minutes of the meeting of July 27, 1270 as corrected. This was
carried by a vote of four (4) to nothing (0) with Aldermen Coxhead
and Bernholz being absent at this time.

TRI-COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM

Mr, James Durham, head of the Orange-Alamance-Chatham Law Enforce-
ment Planning Committee, discussed briefly with the Board the purpose
and procedures of this program. He said that the 1969-70 approved
projects had not been funded until July 1970 but that they hoped that
the 1970-71 projects would be funded bv January 1971. He noted that
the remodeling of the municipal building for the police and court

and financing for a narcotics squad and some eguipment had been
requested for Chapel Hill. Alderman Welsh asked if it would be
possible to use this program toward achieving a model police de-
partment with members of the police department reqguired to have a
college degree? Mr. Durham said that it would be possible to help
that the general procedure was that the program would carry sixty
{60) percent of the pay of certain persons for the first vear, fifty
{50) percent for the second year and none after that time. He also
said that there was a salary study under way which would include
minimum qualifications and that that might be useful. Mayor Lee asked
if there would be any conflict if we got some help from the Ford
Foundation as well as the Tri-County Program? Mr. Durham said there
would probably be no conflict.

322 WEST ROSEMARY STREET

Alderman Coxhead told the Board that a committee had inspected this
property on July 28, 1970, that the bujilding was in very poor shape,
that detail plans and specifications had been requested of the
persons wanting to remodel the building but they had not been pre-
sented. He noted a copy of the letter from the Building Inspector to
Mr. Roskind. Mr. Roskind told the Board that six similar buildings
had been remodeled in the last four years in the fire district and
that Mr., Williams in the Insurance Commissioner’'s office said that
they would approve this building. Alderman Nassif asked if it was

a legal requirement that plans by an architect or engineer be re-
guired? It would be only if the total cost went to $20,000 or more.
Mr. Roskind said that they had given a general list of repairs to
be considered and that the detail should be decided on as the work
progressed, that they intended to make it meet the code. Alderman
Nassif said that this building had been allowed to deteriorate with
no consideration to either the tenants or the neighbors. Mrs. Myron
Liptzin supported the project. Aldermen Coxhead and Smith both told

" the Board that the owner should have responsibility in this, that he
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had not been a party to this petition but that he was responsible for
allowing the building to deteriorate and stood to profit by the work
proposed. Alderman Welsh said that her interpretation of the ordinance
was that wood frame buildings in the central fire district should be
restricted to residential use, that a practice of converting would be
detrimental to the fire rating. She said that the proposal was ideal-
istic, not practical. She asked for strict enforcement of the code.
Mr. Roékind1$§id‘that he felt the program thev proposed was more
valuable tHanEhHe problems it might cause, he asked that the Board
overlook thé& ' fact: that the owner of the building had allowed this
building and others to deteriorate, and said that the proposal would
be beneficial to the area. He also said that there were very few
frame residences left in the fire district. Alderman Welsh objected
to this last stating that there were a large number of frame dwell-
ings left in the fire district. She said that the line must be drawn.
Mr. Roskind suggested the line be drawn after their proposal not
before it. In answer to guestions, the building inspector said of

the six buildings referred to by the petitioners that one had pre-
viously been an office for a number of years and remodelings were

so slight that they were considered repairs and no permit required,
that the Shack had only a new floor put in which was of concrete

and no permit required, that the work done on the Blue Cross building
had not required a permit, and that the Peddler and Owens Realty
building had been done with permits and with the approval of the
Insurance Commissioner and that they had had plans prepared by an
architect or an engineer. Chief Lloyd of the Fire Department told

the Board that his department inspected these buildings regularly

and that he would like to have the Board strictly enforce an
ordinance against remodeling. Alderman Scroggs said that the change
of uge from residential to commercial was not a problem except where

it involved remodeling or major repairs to the buildings. He said

that the trouble in this case was the poor condition of the building.
Alderman Bernholz asked if an application had been submitted and
denied? The Building Inspector said no, that no plans had been sub-~
mitted on which to pass judgement, that he believed that the cost
would be over $20,000 so architects plans would be needed but that

an estimate by a qualified builder that the repalrs would be less

than that would be accepted. Alderman Bernholz moved that the Board
should take no action. This was seconded by Alderman Smith. Mr. Roskind
said that they may have misunderstocod the matter of detail on plan
regquired by the Building Inspector. Alderman Coxhead said that he
appreciated the desire of the petitioners to help with some of the
problems in Chapel Hill but preferred that this petition be disallowed.
Mayor Lee said that the petitioners could, at such time as a building
permit was denied, use the standard appeal procedure to the Board of
Adjustment. The motion was carried by a vote of six {6) to nothing (0).
Alderman Scroggs was excused at this time.

STRATFORD HILLS

Mr. Palmer reported to the Board that he had checked out the
proposed modification of Stratford Hills and that it met all
the reguirements. The report was accepted.

ZONTNG-TRACT TWO-THE OAKS

Alderman Smith asked whether the most recent zoning was in force on
The Oaks or the zoning shown on the preliminary plat on which re-
newal had been approved recently? The most recent zoning ordinance
applies. Mr. Owens told the Board that he asked for the renewal of

the preliminary plat, not because of zoning, because most of the

roads were graded and utilities installed. He said he would like to
have the rezoning of tract two held for future consideration. Alderman
Bernholz suggested that he withdraw the reguest for this zoning. Mr.
Owens said that he would rather delay action as his whole project

was up in the air and that the timing could be important, and that
going through another public hearing could make a delay that would

be difficult. Alderman Smith moved that consideration of this re-
zoning be postponed in order for the developer to work with the
neighbors and the Planning Board. Alderman Nassif said he did not
favor any postponment. He moved, seconded by Alderman Welsh that the
request that rezoning for tract two be denied. This would leave it in
its present agricultural district. Alderman Welsh said that she thought

~— the Planning Board should take this opportunity to actively prepare
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plans for this tract of land. Alderman Nassif said that the developer
had a good plan and would provide a cross-section of various types of
development. He said that the R-10 should be encouraged for lower cost
lots not for apartments. Mayor Lee suggested there be a short delay
with a time limit set. The motion to deny was carried by a vote of
three (3) to two (2} with Aldermen Smith and Coxhead opposing.

AMBULANCE SERVICE

Mr. Smith said that he and Mayor Lee had discussed ambulance service
with Mr. Weaver and that the Weaver Funeral Home gets more calls for
ambulance service than the Durham Ambulance Service does. He said
that Mr. Weaver felt that it could provide the service and meet all
the gpecifications reguired for $800 to $1000 per month subsidy and
that he would be willing to purchase an additional wehicle if neces-
sary. Mayor Lee noted that he was now providing a great deal of ser-
vice without any subsidy. The matter was discussed relative to its
effect on ambulance service and the balance of the county and what
kind of specifications and requirements that should enter into the
contract. Maycer Lee appointed a committee of Aldermen Smith, Welsh
and Town Manager Peck to meet with the County and Mr. Weaver to
discuss these problems,

OPEN SPACE

Mayor Lee said that he had a letter from the Recreation Commission
requesting support of the Board of Aldermen on a special act that
was being prepared to reguire open space in new subdivisions.

DOGS

Mayor Lee said that he had received a number of complaints about

dogs barking at night, upsetting trash cans, biting people and

blocking streets and that he felt there should be some restrictions.
Alderman Welsh suggested that the Animal Protection Society be

contacted for recommendation. Alderman Coxhead agreed that some kind

of control was necessarv. Alderman Bernholz said that the only real i
control would be something in the nature of a leash law and that he
would be opposed to it. The Town Manager suggested that a compromise
might be reached by restricting dogs from roaming during the night,
and that this would relieve some of the complaints relative to dis-
turbing people at night and overturning garbage cans. He agreed that
it might be difficult to enforce this, but no more so than a

leash law. It was agreed that this problem should be placed cn the
agenda for August 17, 1970.

FIRE DISTRICT

Alderman Welsh moved that the Beoard direct the Building Inspector

to issue no permits for the conversion of frame residences to-
commercial use within the central fire district. This was seconded

by Alderman Smith. Alderman Welsh told the Board that the purpose of
this was to reduce the number of frame buildings in the fire district
and that failure to do so would eventually effect the fire rating.
She gsaid that the principle reason for this would be fire safety.

The Town Manager also pointed out that this would encourage building
new buildings in the central business district rather than trving to
patch up old ones. The motion was discussed at some length and then
withdrawn so that more detail could be considered in determining just
what repairs could be made in the district. Alderman

Nassif agreed to meet with the Building Inspector to outline recom-
mendations in this matter.

LITFE INSURANCE CONTRACT

Alderman Coxhead moved, seconded by Alderman Smith that the life
insurance contract for town employees be awarded to U.S.F.&G., low
bidder. This was unanimously carried.

Th ta d' d 7:1 Poﬁ"[‘ 2
e meeting adjourned at i %‘—ﬂqfﬁ\)ﬂ
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